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Seventh Grade Ancient Greece 

Physical Unit Study Kit Guide 
Written By Rachael Freed 

 
 

The following books are part of this kit, and need to be returned to HCOS: 

 

1. Ancient Greece (History Detectives Series) by Rachel Minay 

2. Percy Jackson’s Greek Gods by Rick Riordan 

3. Famous Men of Greece by John Haaren 

4. The Trojan War by Olilvia Coolidge 

5. Tools of the Ancient Greeks by Kris Bordessa 

6. The Usborne Encyclopedia of Ancient Greece 

7. Life in Ancient Greece by Lynn Peppas 

8. Adventures in Ancient Greece by Linda Bailey 

9. Drive Thru History: Greece DVD by Focus on the Family 

10. Ancient Greece Physical Unit Study Guide 

All unit studies are checked to ensure links are working. You will need to access 

the parent guide online as it has clickable links. It can be found on our website: 

hcslearningcommons.org, under Distance Learning Resource, Unit Study Kits K-

9. Or you can log in to L4U and search for the unit study title. The guides can be 

found in the title record at the bottom of the page, under Resources, and can be 

downloaded, (may not work in Chrome browser). 

 

 

 

“For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For all of you 

who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither 

male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

 (Galatians 3:26-29) 

  

http://www.hcslearningcommons.org/


                                                                                                                                                      2  

SW 11/8/2018 

Introduction  

   
The Ministry of Education has recently changed the learning standards and 

competencies for the Province of British Columbia. This kit is designed with these 

standards in mind. Each activity in this Unit Study addresses the competencies of the 

new BCEd Plan, and is marked with the following labels: 

 

Communication Competency Critical Thinking Competency 

Creative Thinking Competency Personal & Social Competency 

Thinking Competency Social Responsibility 

   

For further information on the pedagogy behind the kits please check out the 

context in this document.  It will help give background to the new BC curriculum 

and our inclusion of these new learning standards in our Unit Study Kits.  

 

 Big Ideas  
“Big ideas are statements that are central to one’s understanding in an area of learning. A big 

idea is broad and abstract.” (CT) Big ideas represent the overarching theme of each unit. They 

contain references to the content and key questions students will be investigating throughout 

the unit. Big ideas are often cross-curricular in nature. Similar themes can be found in many 

different subject areas within each grade-level. 

 

Social Studies  
 

 Geographic conditions shaped the emergence of civilizations 

 

 Religious and cultural practices that emerged during this period have endured 

and continue to influence people. 

 

 Increasingly complex societies required new systems of laws and government. 

 

 Economic specialization and trade networks can lead to conflict and cooperation 

between societies. 

https://hcslearningcommons.files.wordpress.com/2017/07/introtosocialsunitstudykitsforbcsnew2016curriculum.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/glossary.pdf
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Content and Key Questions  
Content refers to the topics that will be investigated throughout the unit. The key questions 

serve as a guide as you and your child explore the content. Throughout this unit the key 

questions will be the starting point for learning.  

 

Social Studies 
Content: Human responses to particular geographic challenges and opportunities, 

including climates, landforms, and natural resources 

 

Content: features and characteristics of civilizations and factors that lead to their rise 

and fall 

 

Content: origins, core beliefs, narratives, practices, and influences of religions. 

 

Content: scientific, philosophical, and technological developments 

 

Content: interactions and exchanges between past civilizations and cultures, including 

conflict, peace, trade, expansion, and migration 

 

Content: social, political, legal, governmental, and economic systems and structures. 

  

 

 

HCOS Subscriptions  
 

HCOS families have access to a wide variety of wonderful subscriptions which can be 

used to enhance student learning. Several of these subscriptions are used throughout 

the unit. To find the login for these subscriptions, go to your parent homepage in 

Encom, choose “curriculum resources” from the menu at the top, to access the most 

recent password information. 

 

 
 

Then scroll down to find the links and passwords to the subscription(s) you are 

interested in. 
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   How to Use This Kit 
  

This Unit Study includes a wide variety of resources, videos to watch, and experiential 

technology-based learning opportunities. This guide is designed to meet Social Studies 

Learning Standards for Grade 7 but includes many cross-curricular project suggestions.   

  
To complete the requirements of Grade 7 Socials, we recommend 

completing FOUR  Unit Study Kits. The first two are essential: 

 

Early Humans/Mesopotamia 

Maya/Aztecs 
 

Then a choice ofTwo from the following units:  

 Egypt, Greece, or Rome 

 

 

Important Notes:  

1. Each kit is designed to be completed over a six-week period.  

2. This newly-formatted kit includes a NEW! “Guided Exploration” section.  This 

section will serve as a primer for the Inquiry Project (described below). 

3. The Guided Exploration section (above), and Field Journal project (below) are 

essential components for completion of each kit. 

4. There are two required overarching/major projects for students to complete: 

a. Field Journal - You will complete your field journal as you work through 

the Guided Exploration section of the kit. The information you need to 

write your journal entries will be gathered as you complete the tasks in the 

guided exploration section 

b. Inquiry Project - requires a deeper level of thinking and engagement than 

your student may be used to, but once they’ve completed a few “Guided 

Explorations”, we trust they’ll get the hang of it!  We recommend TWO 

Inquiry Projects as a TOTAL for all Grade 7 Socials work (not one 

major project for each Unit Study- this would be too much).   
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Unit Guide:  Adventures in Ancient Greece 

 

 

This kit will serve as a guided tour of the incredible Ancient Greek 

civilization. During your time in Ancient Greece you will learn 

about the unique facets that shaped this fascinating culture. This 

will include geographical issues, climate, natural resources, belief systems, 

stories, practices, science, art, philosophy, technology, conflict, peace, trade, 

expansion, government, and much more. We will examine the roots of civilization, 

and learn to identify the factors in their rise and fall.   

  

 

Important Note:  

 

This kit is designed to be completed over a seven-week period. This kit is 

formatted with two major/overarching projects for students to choose from, 

as well as smaller learning activities which will relate to the major projects.  

 

1. The first major project is a Field Journal where you collect your information, 

as you discover more about the country you are researching.  

 

2. The second required component is the Guided Exploration section.    

 

3. The third project in this kit, the Inquiry Project is optional for students who 

want to focus on open ended inquiry.              

 

 

 

Introduction  
 

It is a hot day in Athens. You wander through the ancient city 

streets listening to the bustle--the noise of cars, people 

shouting in many different languages, and music playing 

somewhere in the distance. You take a deep breath, the air feels warm in your lungs, 

and you smell olives and spices. You arrived in Athens only hours ago on your first 

assignment from the museum! You are thrilled to be working in the field, exploring this 
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ancient city, and learning about the people who once inhabited it. Suddenly, you hear a 

strange buzzing noise. It grows louder and louder. You look around, frantically, 

wondering what could possibly be happening. Strangely, no one around you seems to 

notice the noise. Your vision fades in and out. You lean back against a building and 

take deep breaths. When you open your eyes once more, head pounding, the first thing 

you notice is that the sounds have changed. The noise from the cars has completely 

disappeared, the music has also stopped, there are only voices left--and they are 

different than before. You blink rapidly as you notice that the pedestrians wearing 

shorts and t-shirts have transformed into pedestrians wearing himations! What was 

once a modernized city square has transformed into an ancient marketplace. You look 

down at yourself and realize that your clothing has also changed. Stunned, you sit 

down on the ground. You notice that a journal is clenched tightly in your fist. You flip it 

open to the first page to see the following note written: 

“Congratulations on being selected for this most important mission. We did not make 

this decision lightly. We believe that an archaeologist of your caliber was the best 

selection for this most delicate quest. Your task, to assimilate into the society of ancient 

Greece, and discover as much information as you can about this fascinating 

civilization. Be certain to keep good records of what you learn! We trust that your 

knowledge of the ancient Greek language will serve you well! In your pack you will find 

supplies, and the means to secure comfortable accommodations for yourself, as well as 

goods and other necessary items. We will see you back in Toronto in six-weeks’ time. 

Have fun, and stay out of trouble! Oh, the headache caused by the temporal vortex 

should be gone within two hours. Or three. Don’t worry.”  

 

 
Project 1:  Field Journal (The bulk of the Field Journal can be completed during the 

Guided Exploration section).   

 

A Field Journal is an informal, but detailed, document kept by scientists, 

archaeologists, anthropologists, and others who spend time working “in the field” (a 

phrase which here means “carried out or working in the natural environment”).  

You will be completing your own Field Journal throughout this unit. During the time 

you are traveling through Greece you will be keeping notes in a journal format 

describing your journey into the past; what you see, hear, smell, and experience. You 

will gather information from the books you read, the videos you watch, and the 
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activities you complete, you can also use Explora and World Book Student. Be creative 

and use your imagination.  

 

Your Field Journal could be a physical notebook, a Google Doc, a Wix or a Weebly, a 

Padlet, a video log, or a word document-- use a variety of photographs, drawings, 

sketches, and “collected samples” in your Field Journal, as well as notes about what 

you see, hear, and experience. Your Field Journal is a perfect place to jot down 

questions that you have as you learn about ancient Greece. By jotting down your 

questions, you should have a lot of ideas to work with when you begin your Inquiry 

Project! You can view a sample journal entry on the next page. This assignment is 

one part imagination and one part fact finding mission. Be certain to keep track of 

where you gather your information and keep a bibliography. Your Field Journal 

should have a minimum of 10 entries to a maximum of 20 entries. You should have 

at least one entry connected to each of the following exploration topics and ideas: 

● My arrival and first day in Greece  

● An adventure or close encounter  

● An amazing discovery  

● Geography, Climate & Natural Resources  

● Government, Trade, Conflict & Connections  

● Religion, Practices, Folklore & Philosophy 

● Language & Writing 

● Science & Technology  

● Art & Music  

● My thoughts on why the ancient Greek civilization collapsed  

 

You may also want to have entries on food, games, animals, children, clothing--

anything that interests you! This is an example of what your Field Journal might 

look like. The sample below was created using Padlet. 

http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
https://www.google.com/docs/about/
http://www.wix.com/
https://www.weebly.com/
https://padlet.com/
https://padlet.com/


                                                                                                                                                      8  

SW 11/8/2018 

  
 

As you create your Field Journal, have fun and be creative. Write or talk as though 

you are actually experiencing these things--describe what you see, hear, smell, and 

feel. Talk about your concerns and questions. Have fun describing your adventures 

AND be sure to describe what you learn about this amazing civilization! If you are 

having difficulty writing about what you have learned, consider using the following 

sentence starters/opening sentences to get yourself going: 

● Today I discovered the most fascinating thing about… 

● I have always been interested in science. Today I learned that… 

● Our adventures in time continue, today we discovered… 

● Yesterday I was wondering about ancient Greek... Today I learned that… 

● I have made the most amazing discovery!  
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Books to Read 

 

 

 

Books marked with an *** are necessary for completing the content.  

 

 

Read the following:  

 

***Ancient Greece History Detectives by Rachel Minay  

Things to think about: Where is Greece located? What is the terrain in Greece like? 

What is the climate like? How do you think the climate in Greece would have 

impacted the way people lived in ancient times? What are some of the benefits of a 

warm and sunny climate? What was Greece known as in ancient times? When did 

the ancient Greek civilization exist? Who were the Minoans? How did their 

civilization get its name? Where did they live? When did they live? What is The 

Odyssey? What story does it tell?  Who were the Mycenaeans? What was a city-

state? How is a city state different from a country? What were the names of the 

major city-states in ancient Greece? Had you heard any of these names before? If so, 

where? What was Sparta known for? Do you think you would have wanted to live in 

Sparta? Why or why not? What do you think is unique about Spartan culture? What 

does the word acropolis mean?   

 

What is an acropolis? Why was Athens important? Do you think you would have 

wanted to live in ancient Athens? Why or why not? What do you imagine life in 

Athens would have been like for someone your age? What form of government was 

invented in Athens? Why is this significant to your life today? Who was Pericles? 

What type of belief system did the ancient Greeks have? Why was Delphi important 

to the ancient Greeks? What do you notice about ancient Greek beliefs? How are 

these beliefs different from Christian beliefs? What was daily life in ancient Greece 

like? What was it like being a woman or a girl in ancient Greece? Do you think that 

things have changed for women and girls? How was life different depending on 

whether you were wealthy or poor? What did the ancient Greeks eat and drink? Are 

any of these foods a part of your diet? How was the ancient Greek diet determined 

by the climate and terrain of the country? Which art forms did the ancient Greeks 

engage in? What sort of clothing did the ancient Greeks wear? Why was theatre 
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important in ancient Greece? How were plays structured? Do you think ancient 

Greek theatre influenced the theatre of today? If so, how? Why do you think the 

actors in plays wore masks? Have you ever watched the Olympic Games? Did you 

know that the Olympics were established in ancient Greece? What sort of sports 

took place at the original Olympic games? Who were the Greek philosophers? What 

does the word “philosophy” mean? 

 

Who were the most famous Greek philosophers? Had you heard any of these names 

prior to reading the book? Why did the ancient Greeks fight wars? What are some of 

the famous wars in which the ancient Greeks were involved? What legacy has 

ancient Greece had? What are some of the discoveries, inventions, and ideas from 

ancient Greece that we still use today? 

 

***Percy Jackson’s Greek Gods by Rick Riordan  

About this book: "A publisher in New York asked me to write down what I know 

about the Greek gods, and I was like, Can we do this anonymously? Because I don't 

need the Olympians mad at me again. But if it helps you to know your Greek gods, 

and survive an encounter with them if they ever show up in your face, then I guess 

writing all this down will be my good deed for the week." So begins Percy Jackson's 

Greek Gods, in which the son of Poseidon adds his own magic—and sarcastic 

asides—to the classics. He explains how the world was created, then gives readers 

his personal take on a who's who of ancients, from Apollo to Zeus.” 

 

***Tools of the Ancient Greeks: A Kid's Guide to the History and Science of Life in 

Ancient Greece by Kris Bordessa (note activities throughout this Kit) 

About this book: “Explores the scientific discoveries, athletic innovations, 

engineering marvels, and innovative ideas created more than two thousand years 

ago. Through biographical sidebars, interesting facts, fascinating anecdotes, and 

fifteen hands-on activities, readers will learn how Greek innovations and ideas have 

shaped world history and our own world view. Tools of the Ancient Greeks meets 

common core state standards in language arts for reading informational text and 

literary nonfiction. Guided Reading Levels and Lexile measurements indicate grade 

level and text complexity.” 

 

The Usborne Encyclopedia of Ancient Greece by Jane Struan Chisholm 

About this book:  This lavishly illustrated encyclopedia describes the remarkable 

lives of the ancient Greeks.  Explore a world of brainy philosophers and gearless 
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soldiers, of mythical monsters and dramatic battles.  Find out shy the Greek 

warships were the envy of the ancient world and how the world’s first democracy 

developed.  Shunning photography and detailed reconstructions paint a vivid 

picture of ancient Greece, from the little details of daily life to the grandeur and 

danger of war. 

 

Life in Ancient Greece by Lynn Peppas 

About this book:  Contents:  Glorious Greece; Greek Way of Life; Rise of the Polis; 

Super Markets; Daily Life in Greece; Words of Wisdom; Gods of Olympus; Cultural 

Life; Alpha to Omega; Glossary and Index. 

 

Adventures in Ancient Greece by Linda Bailey 

About this book: “Join the Binkertons -- twins Josh and Emma and their little sister 

Libby -- as they head to the Good Times Travel Agency hoping to visit the next 

Olympic Games, but end up in Ancient Greece instead! Adventures in Ancient Greece 

is an exciting mix of adventure and historical information about life in Greece in the 

fifth century BC. Kids will learn about the Greek gods, the birth of democracy, Greek 

home life -- and much more. They'll love the book's contemporary comic-book look, 

while parents, teachers and librarians will admire the well-researched story line 

and solid factual information.” 

 

Drive Thru History: Greece DVD by Focus on the Family 

About this DVD:  Drive Thru History, Ancient history series makes exploring the 

history of Western Civilization meaningful and totally entertaining at the same time. 

With Dave Stotts as your guide, you’ll definitely enjoy the ride.  

 

 

Select One of the Following: 

 

Famous Men of Greece by John Haaren  

About this book: “Greeks were history's great men of thought. John Haaren has 

collected stories from the lives of thirty famous Greek Men, detailing the rise, Golden 

Age, and fall of Greece. Among these men are Aristotle, Ptolemy, Ulysses, Pericles, 

and Alexander the Great. Your children will be delighted to read and understand 

why the scope of Greek accomplishment is still known today as "The Greek 

Miracle."” 
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The Trojan War by Olivia Coolidge  

About this book: “In this retelling of the Trojan War, Olivia Coolidge crafts heroes 

and gods into real, multidimensional characters, not just the figures of legend. 

Vibrant storytelling and finely wrought action have made her version of the classic 

tale of the Fall of Troy accessible to generations of young readers.” 

 

 

Guided Exploration 
 

 

The learning you do in this section of the kit will help to 

inform your Field Journal. It may also spark ideas for 

your Inquiry Project.  

 

In this section you will be able to explore, in-depth, different facets of life in 

ancient Greece. Each section begins with one-two “driving questions.” These 

are the questions that we will seek to answer as you explore the concept. After 

you have had the opportunity to read, view, and research, you will select one 

or two tasks to complete as a response to your learning. 

  

For this section you will need a (physical or digital) notebook, journal, or 

audio recording device in order to complete each guided inquiry. Feel free to 

spread each section over two or four days depending on your schedule. Some 

sections will take longer to complete than others. 

 

 

 

Explore: Geography, Climate & Natural 

Resources 

 

 

 
Big Idea: How are civilizations shaped by their location?  
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Step One: Think about this: Take a look at the map of ancient Greece, what do you 

notice? Where is Greece located? What are the features of the landscape? What sort 

of access to water did the ancient Greeks have? What natural resources would the 

ancient Greeks have likely had? Locate Greece on a modern map. Where in the world 

is Greece located? Which countries is it close to? Do you know anything about the 

climate in this part of the world? Use Advanced Google to briefly research the 

weather and climate in Greece. How do you think the climate of ancient Greece 

influenced the development of the civilization? How do you think a civilization 

would develop differently in another climate, for example, in the far North? Do you 

think that Canada is shaped by its climate? Does Canada have one climate or many? 

How is life in southern British Columbia different from life in Northern British 

Columbia? Read Chapter 2 (beginning on page 19) in Tools of the Ancient 

Greeks by Kris Bordessa.  

 

Step Two: Watch this: Climate and weather can play a large role in how a 

civilization develops. Can you think of some reasons that this might be? Spent some 

time watching the Geography and Climate portion of the video Greece: World Quest 

from Learn 360. Do you think ancient Greek society would have been different had it 

been located elsewhere? Further north? Further south? Away from water? What 

else did you notice about Greek terrain and climate? Would you want to live in 

Greece? Why or why not? 

  

Step Three: Essential Question Creation: What make a good question? There are 

many different types of questions. Some of them can be answered with a yes or a no, 

some of them can be answered with a specific fact, and others require more 

research to answer.   

● A yes or no question sounds like: Can we go to the park today? Or, did the 

ancient Greeks have a system of writing?  

● A fact-based question sounds like: Where is British Columbia located? Or, 

what year was the Acropolis built?  

● A research question, however, is a bit more complex. A research question 

might sound like: How would ancient Greece be different if it were not 

surrounded by bodies of water? A research question:  

○ has more than one answer 

○ has a very deep meaning 

○ gives you lots of information 

○ doesn't have a yes or no answer 

http://ancient-greece.org/map.html
https://www.google.ca/advanced_search
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=65653&loid=368159&tScript=0
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○ is hard to answer and takes a lot of thinking to understand the question 

○ contains exciting words that make you want to look for an answer 

○ is about something you can research 

○ takes a time to figure out 

○ makes you think, know, and wonder 

 

In this unit you have the opportunity to conduct your own Inquiry Project. You can 

read all of the details for creating an Inquiry Project on pages 36 - 38. An Inquiry 

Project is a big undertaking, it requires time and several days of work. For your 

Inquiry Project you will be asking a BIG question, and then exploring it. For this 

activity, you will be asking a smaller question, and then exploring it.  

Now that you have watched some videos about geography, climate, and natural 

resources in ancient Greece, you probably have some additional questions. 

 

● Brainstorm a list of questions.  

● Cross out any questions that can be answered with yes, no, or a fact.  

● You should be left with research questions only. 

● Spend some time playing with your research questions--which one 

makes you feel excited? Which one makes you want to discover and 

explore? 

● Finally, select one of your research questions to explore in the next 

section. This is your essential question. Try to answer your essential 

question before you finish this part of the unit.  

● Have fun!  

 

Step Four: Research this: Next, use World Book Student to research and read 

about the land and climate of ancient Greece. The information will likely be located 

in the main article about ancient Greece. Then, read an article about the climate of 

Greece from the World Travel Guide. Finally, use Explora and Advanced Google to 

research and answer your essential question.   

 

Step Five: Explore this: Voyage into ancient Greece and interact with the landscape 

and terrain by using this fun Geography interactive from the British Museum. Select 

‘Explore’ to interact with the different places in ancient Greece. Then, select ‘Story’ 

to follow the journey of Odysseus--a legendary Greek hero. Finally, select ‘Challenge’ 

to become an underwater archaeologist.   

 

http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://www.worldtravelguide.net/greece/weather-climate-geography
http://www.worldtravelguide.net/greece/weather-climate-geography
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
https://www.google.ca/advanced_search
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/geography/home_set.html
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/geography/explore/exp_set.html
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/geography/story/sto_set.html
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/geography/challenge/cha_set.html
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Step Six: Answer this (in your notebook):  

● What geographical factors influenced ancient Greek society?  

● Were the ancient Greeks farmers? Why or why not?  

● Do you think the society of ancient Greece would have developed differently 

had it been located somewhere else in the world? Why or why not?  

● How does climate influence the development of a civilization? How do you 

think ancient Greek civilization was shaped by the climate of the 

Mediterranean?  

● How did the ancient Greeks make use of the natural resources in their area?  

● What role would you have wanted to play in ancient Greek society? Why? 

● If you have previously studied a different ancient civilization, how is Greece 

similar or different in this area? (Describe and explain) 

● Can you answer your essential question?  

 

 

Step Seven: Show What You Know: To start, create an entry in your Field Journal 

featuring your observations and experiences of ancient Greek geography, climate, 

and natural resources. Then, pick one of the following activities to complete: 

● Create a colourful map of ancient Greece. Follow the mapping instructions in 

the document to label the different areas. (You can use Explora, World Book 

Student, and Advanced Google). 

● Use Canva, Padlet or a word program to create a travel brochure advertising a 

scenic cruise along the shores of ancient Greece.  

● Build a model or diorama showcasing the outline and terrain of ancient 

Greece, OR, a portion of ancient Greece. Be as detailed as possible. You might 

want to try using Minecraft to create your model.  

● Make a salt dough map of ancient Greece--consider using a different colour of 

salt dough to represent each city-state!  

● Write a song or a poem containing information about the terrain and climate 

of ancient Greece.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://aurorak12.org/gateway/academics/Social%20Studies%20Dept.%20Pages/documents/ANCIENTGREECEPDF.pdf
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
https://www.google.ca/advanced_search
https://www.canva.com/
https://padlet.com/
http://kidworldcitizen.org/2012/01/29/3d-salt-dough-maps/
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Explore: Government, Trade, Conflict & Connections 

 

 
Big Ideas: How did the government function in ancient Greece? How did the 

government influence trade, and handle conflict and relationships with other people 

groups?  

Step One: Think about this: How does the government of Canada function? What is 

a democracy? What makes a democracy special? What other countries are 

democracies? How is a democracy different from a dictatorship? Do you think 

democracy is important? Have you ever wondered where the idea of a democracy 

came from? What do you think life in Canada would be like if we were not a 

democratic country? Read Chapter 1 (beginning on page 3) and Chapter 10 

(beginning on page 129) in Tools of the Ancient Greeks by Kris Bordessa.  

 

Step Two: Watch this: Spend some time watching the following videos, The True 

Story of Alexander the Great from Learn 360, and Living History: Living in Ancient 

Greece, Horrible Histories: Groovy Greeks and Athens: The Birthplace of Democracy 

from Discovery Education. How was ancient Greece divided? Why did the different 

city-states develop their own way of life? Which of the city-states do you think you 

would have liked to live in? Why? How did democracy develop in Athens? How was 

Athenian democracy different from Canadian democracy? Who was Alexander the 

Great? What did he accomplish? What were his goals? Why was it necessary for the 

ancient Greeks to trade with other areas? What was life like in ancient Greece? 

Would you have wanted to be a citizen of ancient Greece? Why or why not?  

 

Step Three: Essential Question Creation: What make a good question? There are 

many different types of questions. Some of them can be answered with a yes or a no, 

some of them can be answered with a specific fact, and others require more 

research to answer.   

● A yes or no question sounds like: Can we go to the park today? Or, did the 

ancient Greeks have a system of writing?  

 

● A fact-based question sounds like: Where is British Columbia located? Or, 

what year was the Acropolis built?  

 

https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=93570&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=93570&tScript=0
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/c28a1869-60c9-4496-979b-eef17ace4275?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/c28a1869-60c9-4496-979b-eef17ace4275?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/147f53a0-215c-4948-bda4-b32683212b2c?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/dd3377a7-8d41-48b1-aa14-c73cf5b6761b
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● A research question, however, is a bit more complex. A research question 

might sound like: How would ancient Greece be different if it were not 

surrounded by bodies of water? A research question:  

○ has more than one answer 

○ has a very deep meaning 

○ gives you lots of information 

○ doesn't have a yes or no answer 

○ is hard to answer and takes a lot of thinking to understand the question 

○ contains exciting words that make you want to look for an answer 

○ is about something you can research 

○ takes a time to figure out 

○ makes you think, know, and wonder 

 

In this unit you have the opportunity to conduct your own Inquiry Project. You can 

read all of the details for creating an Inquiry Project on pages 36 - 38. An Inquiry 

Project is a big undertaking, it requires time and several days of work. For your 

Inquiry Project you will be asking a BIG question, and then exploring it. For this 

activity, you will be asking a smaller question, and then exploring it.  

Now that you have watched some videos about government, war, and leadership in 

ancient Greece, you probably have some additional questions.  

 

● Brainstorm a list of questions.  

● Cross out any questions that can be answered with yes, no, or a fact.  

● You should be left with research questions only. 

● Spend some time playing with your research questions--which one 

makes you feel excited? Which one makes you want to discover and 

explore? 

● Finally, select one of your research questions to explore in the next 

section. This is your essential question. Try to answer your essential 

question before you finish this part of the unit.  

● Have fun!  

 

Step Four: Research this: Use World Book Student to research government, trade, 

and war in ancient Greece. This information is likely contained in the main article 

about ancient Greece. You can use Explora or Advanced Google to find more 

information. Next, research the Peloponnesian War using Explora. Then, use Explora 

http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
https://www.google.ca/advanced_search
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
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and World Book Student to research Alexander the Great. Finally, spend some time 

researching your essential question.  

 

Step Five: Explore this: Use this excellent interactive on War from the British 

Museum to learn more about conflict in ancient Greece. Select ‘Story’ to learn about 

a famous battle, then, select ‘Explore’ to discover an interactive battlefield. Finally, 

select ‘Challenge’ to participate in a sea battle. Once you are done exploring war, 

spend some time learning about the city-state of Athens, the birthplace of 

democracy! Watch Athens from BrainPop.  

 

Step Six: Answer this (in your notebook): 

● What kind of government did they have in ancient Greece? Was the 

government system the same in each of the city-states? 

● How did democracy develop in Athens/ancient Greece? In what ways is the 

democracy of ancient Greece similar to the democracy we have in Canada? In 

what ways is it different?  

● Who was the head of the government and what kind of power did they have?  

● Who did the ancient Greeks trade with? 

●  Why is trade beneficial for countries? Do you think that countries benefit 

from having relationships with one another? Why or why not?  

● Who did the ancient Greeks have conflict with? What caused the conflict?  

● What role did religion play in the government of ancient Greece? Do you think 

religion plays a role in Canadian government? Why or why not?  

● If you have previously studied a different ancient civilization, how is Greece 

similar or different in this area? (Describe and explain) 

● Why do you think Greece is known as “the birthplace of Western civilization?”  

● Can you answer your essential question?  

 

Step Seven: Show What You Know: To start, create an entry in your Field Journal 

featuring your observations and experiences of ancient Greek government and the 

pharaohs. Then, pick one of the following activities to complete: 

 

● Research a famous leader or hero from ancient Greece using World Book 

Student, Explora, and Advanced Google. Then, pretend that you are a 

journalist and “interview” the person of your choosing. This could become a 

written interview using Issuu, or, you could have a friend play the role of the 

http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/war/home_set.html
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/war/story/sto_set.html
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/war/explore/exp_set.html
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/war/challenge/cha_set.html
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/athens/home_set.html
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ancientcultures/athens/
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
https://www.google.ca/advanced_search
https://issuu.com/
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journalist and record them interviewing you while you pretend to be the 

leader or hero you selected.  

 

● Select a famous person, or a significant event from ancient Greek history (a 

war or conflict would work well) and use Tiki Toki to create a timeline 

featuring the story of that event or that person.  

 

● Use Storybird (or pencil/paper or a word processing program) to write a 

children’s book about Alexander the Great, the birth of Democracy, or 

everyday life in ancient Greece. Use World Book Student and Explora if you 

need additional information. Create an interesting and exciting introduction 

to your chosen topic for younger children.  

 

● Create a Padlet mini-biography for Alexander the Great or another famous 

figure from ancient Greece. Find images using Google Advanced Image Search.  

 

● Create a chart or diagram showing the different levels of societal importance 

in ancient Greek society from most important to least important. Draw or use 

Google Advanced Images to find pictures to company each level. What role 

would you have wanted to play in ancient Greek society? Why?  

 

Explore: Religion, Practices, Folklore & Philosophy 

 

 
Big Ideas: What did the ancient Greeks believe? What are the  

legends, philosophies, and traditions associated with their religion?  

 

Step One: Think about this: As a Christian, what do you believe? 

What are the most important parts of Christianity? How can you 

learn more about your Christian faith? Where would you go to find 

information? What other religions are you familiar with? How are they similar to 

Christianity? How are they different from Christianity? Do you think that all 

religions have some similar elements? Why or why not? If so, what might they be? 

What gives you confidence in your faith as a Christian? What sort of religious beliefs 

did they have in ancient Greece? How are these beliefs different from Christianity? 

https://www.tiki-toki.com/
https://storybird.com/
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
https://padlet.com/
https://www.google.com/advanced_image_search
https://www.google.com/advanced_image_search
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How are they similar? Why do you think many ancient cultures religions involved 

worshipping many gods (polytheism)? What role does Christianity play in your life? 

What role do you think religion played in the lives of ancient Greeks? Read 

Chapters 4-6 (beginning on page 55) in Tools of the Ancient Greeks by Kris 

Bordessa.  

 

Step Two: Watch this: Spend some time watching the following videos, Myths and 

Legends: Ancient Greece, Religion in Ancient Greece, Greek Mythology, and Ancient 

Greek Philosophy from Discovery Education. What do you notice about the religion 

of ancient Greece? Who were the primary gods and goddesses? What did they 

represent? What myths and stories did you find most interesting? Why was 

philosophy an important part of ancient Greek society? Who were the famous 

philosophers?    

 

Step Three: Essential Question Creation: What make a good question? There are 

many different types of questions. Some of them can be answered with a yes or a no, 

some of them can be answered with a specific fact, and others require more 

research to answer.   

● A yes or no question sounds like: Can we go to the park today? Or, did the 

ancient Greeks have a system of writing?  

● A fact-based question sounds like: Where is British Columbia located? Or, 

what year was the Acropolis built?  

● A research question, however, is a bit more complex. A research question 

might sound like: How would ancient Greece be different if it were not 

surrounded by bodies of water? A research question:  

○ has more than one answer 

○ has a very deep meaning 

○ gives you lots of information 

○ doesn't have a yes or no answer 

○ is hard to answer and takes a lot of thinking to understand the question 

○ contains exciting words that make you want to look for an answer 

○ is about something you can research 

○ takes a time to figure out 

○ makes you think, know, and wonder 

 

In this unit you have the opportunity to conduct your own Inquiry Project. You can 

read all of the details for creating an Inquiry Project on pages 36 - 38. An Inquiry 

https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/d1016e2d-16eb-4dcf-982c-2586b966b9de?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/d1016e2d-16eb-4dcf-982c-2586b966b9de?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/1b9e9b71-e2bd-4715-891e-4f22745fe089
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/406bcd33-2c17-41a2-95d8-1519627fb045?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/147a3306-bd94-4e21-9aa0-dd958ed4b59e
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/147a3306-bd94-4e21-9aa0-dd958ed4b59e
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Project is a big undertaking, it requires time and several days of work. For your 

Inquiry Project you will be asking a BIG question, and then exploring it. For this 

activity, you will be asking a smaller question, and then exploring it.  

Now that you have watched some videos about religion, tradition, and beliefs in 

ancient Greece, you probably have some additional questions.  

 

● Brainstorm a list of questions.  

● Cross out any questions that can be answered with yes, no, or a fact.  

● You should be left with research questions only. 

● Spend some time playing with your research questions--which one 

makes you feel excited? Which one makes you want to discover and 

explore? 

● Finally, select one of your research questions to explore in the next 

section. This is your essential question. Try to answer your essential 

question before you finish this part of the unit.  

● Have fun!  

 

Step Four: Research this: Use World Book Student to research religion, gods and 

goddesses in ancient Greece. To find more information, use Explora. Then, research 

Socrates and Plato. Who were they? Why were they important? Next, select a god or 

goddess of interest to research. What role did they play in ancient Greek society? 

Finally, research your essential question.  

 

Step Five: Explore this: Explore the gods and goddesses of ancient Greece 

alongside the British Museum! To begin, select ‘Story’ and learn about the 

celebration for the goddess Athena. Next, press ‘Explore’ to learn in-depth 

information about the Greek gods and goddesses. Finally, select ‘Challenge’ to test 

your knowledge. Watch Greek Gods from BrainPop. Then, read a Greek legend about 

Demeter and Persephone that attempts to explain the seasons of the year. Why do 

you think ancient civilizations created legends and stories to explain natural events? 

You can also explore the legend of Theseus and the Minotaur in this fun interactive.  

Step Six: Answer this (in your notebook): 

● What system of belief did the ancient Greeks have? (Describe and explain)  

● Who were their primary gods and goddesses? (Describe and explain)  

● What celebrations and traditions did the ancient Greeks have? (Describe and 

explain)  

● Which ancient Greek legend did you find the most interesting? Why?  

http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/gods/home_set.html
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/gods/story/sto_set.html
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/gods/explore/exp_set.html
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/gods/challenge/cha_set.html
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ancientcultures/greekgods/
http://greece.mrdonn.org/greekgods/demeter.html
http://greece.mrdonn.org/greekgods/demeter.html
http://myths.e2bn.org/mythsandlegends/playstory563-theseus-and-the-minotaur.html
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● What beliefs did the ancient Greeks have about the afterlife? (Describe and 

explain) Do all religions have a belief in an afterlife?  

● How is ancient Greek religion different from Christianity?  

● If you have previously studied a different ancient civilization, how is Greece 

similar or different in this area? (Describe and explain) 

● What were the original Olympic games like? How were they different than the 

Olympic games today?  

● Can you answer your essential question?  

 

Step Seven: Show What You Know: To start, create an entry in your Field Journal 

featuring your observations and experiences of ancient Greek religion and beliefs. 

Then, pick one of the following activities to complete: 

 

● Create a myth to explain a natural event using Greek gods and goddesses. Use 

Storybird, or a word processing program. OR, create an illustrated picture 

book based on an exciting Greek myth, such as the ones you read in one of 

your books, or the ones located here.  

● Write a skit based on one or two of the Greek myths you read in one of your 

books from this unit, or the ones located here. Act it out with friends. Try to 

film it!  

 

● If you are an artist, select one of the Greek gods or goddesses and paint or 

sketch an image as they appeared in Greek mythology. Then, design a modern 

version of that god or goddess as you think they would appear today.  

● Create a Padlet mini-biography for Socrates or Plato. Use World Book Student 

and Explora if you need additional information. 

 

● Write a “help wanted” advertisement for a Greek god or goddess of your 

choosing. They are seeking a new servant, and that servant must be willing to 

put up with them and their demands! Try to include as many details about the 

god or goddess you choose in the help wanted ad--have fun!  

● Build a Greek style temple using Lego or Minecraft. Use Advanced Google 

Image Search to find pictures to base your model on.  

●  

 

 

https://storybird.com/
http://greece.mrdonn.org/myths.html
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/skit
http://greece.mrdonn.org/myths.html
https://padlet.com/
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
https://sites.google.com/a/hcsdcyclones.com/ancient-civilizations-pbl/stem
https://www.google.com/advanced_image_search
https://www.google.com/advanced_image_search
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Explore: Language & Writing 

 

 

 
Big Ideas: What was the ancient Greek language? What 

was the system of writing used in ancient Greece?  

 

Step One: Think about this: Why is language important? What are some things 

that would be more difficult for you to accomplish without some sort of language? 

Do you think it is important for language to be written down? What is helpful about 

being able to write information down? Systems of writing developed over time. The 

alphabet we use today did not always exist, and many forms of writing that were 

once commonly used have faded from relevance. There are some languages that we 

cannot even decipher because they have been out of use for too long. It may interest 

you to know that the word alphabet is an alteration of Greek alphábētos. The first 

two letters in the Greek alphabet are alpha and beta.  

 

Step Two: Watch this: Spend time watching Ancient Greek Education from Learn 

360.  

 

Step Three: Essential Question Creation: What makes a good question? There are 

many different types of questions. Some of them can be answered with a yes or a no, 

some of them can be answered with a specific fact, and others require more 

research to answer.   

● A yes or no question sounds like: Can we go to the park today? Or, did the 

ancient Greeks have a system of writing?  

● A fact-based question sounds like: Where is British Columbia located? Or, 

what year was the Acropolis built?  

 

● A research question, however, is a bit more complex. A research question 

might sound like: How would ancient Greece be different if it were not 

surrounded by bodies of water? A research question:  

○ has more than one answer 

○ has a very deep meaning 

○ gives you lots of information 

https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=59030&loid=278512&tScript=0
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○ doesn't have a yes or no answer 

○ is hard to answer and takes a lot of thinking to understand the question 

○ contains exciting words that make you want to look for an answer 

○ is about something you can research 

○ takes a time to figure out 

○ makes you think, know, and wonder 

In this unit you have the opportunity to conduct your own Inquiry Project. You can 

read all of the details for creating an Inquiry Project on pages 36 - 38. An Inquiry 

Project is a big undertaking, it requires time and several days of work. For your 

Inquiry Project you will be asking a BIG question, and then exploring it. For this 

activity, you will be asking a smaller question, and then exploring it.  

Now that you have watched some videos about language and writing in ancient 

Greece, you probably have some additional questions.  

 

● Brainstorm a list of questions.  

● Cross out any questions that can be answered with yes, no, or a fact.  

● You should be left with research questions only. 

● Spend some time playing with your research questions--which one 

makes you feel excited? Which one makes you want to discover and 

explore? 

● Finally, select one of your research questions to explore in the next 

section. This is your essential question. Try to answer your essential 

question before you finish this part of the unit.  

● Have fun!  

 

Step Four: Research this: Use World Book Student and Explora to research the 

Greek alphabet, and alphabets in general. Next, research the Rosetta Stone. What 

was the Rosetta Stone? How did scholar’s knowledge of ancient Greek help them to 

determine the meaning of Egyptian hieroglyphics? Then, explore the Greek alphabet 

by comparing it side-by-side with other writing systems. You can also take a look at 

some Bible passages with the Greek words written above the English words. What 

influence did ancient Greek writing have on other languages? Finally, research to 

answer your essential question.   

 

Step Five: Explore this: Explore knowledge and learning in ancient Greece with 

this interactive from the British Museum. Knowledge and learning in the ancient 

Greek world went far beyond reading and writing. Select ‘Story’ to discover Plato’s 

http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
http://www.ancientscripts.com/greek.html
http://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/1.htm
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/knowledge/home_set.html
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/knowledge/story/sto_set.html
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cave. Then, select ‘Explore’ to discover the lives of some of the greatest artists, 

scientists, and thinkers from the Greek world. Finally, select ‘Challenge’ to solve a 

mystery!  

 

Step Six: Answer this (in your notebook): 

● How did the ancient Greeks write? What form did their writing take? 

(Describe and explain)  

● Did ancient Greek have an influence on English? If so, what was the influence?  

● Why do you think civilizations develop forms of writing? What benefits are 

there to being able to write things down?  

● What most interests you about ancient Greek writing? Would you want to 

learn to read and write ancient Greek? Why or why not?  

● If you have previously studied a different ancient civilization, how is Greece 

similar or different in this area? (Describe and explain) 

● Can you answer your essential question?  

 

Step Seven: Show What You Know: To start, create an entry in your Field Journal 

featuring your observations and experiences of ancient Greek language and writing. 

Then, pick one of the following activities to complete: 

 

● Take the 26 letters of our alphabet and then create your own unique symbol 

to represent each letter--essentially, create your own alphabet! Then, use 

your alphabet to write messages for friends or siblings. Be certain to give 

them a key so they can decipher your secret messages.  

 

● Have you ever explored the Book of Revelation from the Bible? This can be a 

difficult book to read through, as the concepts and language are quite 

complex. In Revelation, Christ is described as the alpha and omega several 

times. Take a peek at some examples here. Alpha is the first letter in the Greek 

alphabet, and omega is the last letter in the Greek alphabet. Essentially, Christ 

is being described as the beginning and the end. What do you think that 

means? How is Christ the beginning and the end, the alpha and omega? 

Throughout history, the letter symbols for alpha and omega have been used 

in Christian artwork. Create your own artwork using the alpha and omega 

symbols. Consider including Revelation 22:13 in your artwork.  

 

http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/knowledge/explore/exp_set.html
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/knowledge/challenge/cha_set.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1
http://biblehub.net/search.php?q=alpha+and+omega
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alpha_and_Omega
http://biblehub.com/revelation/22-13.htm
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● Did you know that over 60% of English words have Greek or Latin roots? This 

means that words you use every single day can be traced all the way back to 

ancient Greece and Rome! For example, the Greek root word athl, which 

means prize, is where we get the words athlete and athletic from! You can 

view a list of more examples here. Use Padlet to create a dictionary featuring 

ten-twelve English words and their Greek roots. Select an image to 

accompany each word. You could also create a dictionary by hand using 

pencil and paper if you prefer.  

 

 

Explore: Science & Technology 

 

 

 

 
Big Ideas: What sorts of scientific knowledge and technology did the ancient Greeks 

have and use? 

 

Step One: Think about this: What role does science play in helping us to 

understand God’s creation? What is the scientific method? Why does science need to 

have a specific method? How does technology impact you on a daily basis? Why do 

you think people, throughout time, have invented different technologies? Do you 

think it is important for societies to have inventors and creators? Can you think of 

any famous scientists or inventors from today? Can you think of any scientists or 

inventors from the past? What did they create? Do you think that any of the 

technologies we use today can be traced back to ancient Greece? Why or why not? 

Read Chapters 7-8 (beginning on page 101) in Tools of the Ancient Greeks by 

Kris Bordessa.  

 

Step Two: Watch this: Spend some time watching the following videos: The 

Influence of Ancient Greece, Math and Ancient Greece, and Simple Machines-Greeks 

from Discovery Education. What inventions are the ancient Greeks famous for? Who 

were the key scientists and mathematicians in the ancient Greek world? Did any 

ancient Greek technology surprise you? Why or why not? Read about architecture in 

ancient Greece.  

http://www.brighthubeducation.com/english-homework-help/100457-greek-roots-the-key-to-english-language/
https://padlet.com/
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/ab342793-ec55-4506-9bb3-dc1874244a13?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/ab342793-ec55-4506-9bb3-dc1874244a13?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/b53c3b9e-25d4-4fda-9b05-182eb41c8efe?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/14e3846c-25e1-470b-b5a7-404da5134940?hasLocalHost=false
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/greek-art/beginners-guide-greece/a/introduction-to-greek-architecture
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/greek-art/beginners-guide-greece/a/introduction-to-greek-architecture
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Step Three: Essential Question Creation: What make a good question? There are 

many different types of questions. Some of them can be answered with a yes or a no, 

some of them can be answered with a specific fact, and others require more 

research to answer.   

● A yes or no question sounds like: Can we go to the park today? Or, did the 

ancient Greeks have a system of writing?  

● A fact-based question sounds like: Where is British Columbia located? Or, 

what year was the Acropolis built?  

● A research question, however, is a bit more complex. A research question 

might sound like: How would ancient Greece be different if it were not 

surrounded by bodies of water? A research question:  

○ has more than one answer 

○ has a very deep meaning 

○ gives you lots of information 

○ doesn't have a yes or no answer 

○ is hard to answer and takes a lot of thinking to understand the question 

○ contains exciting words that make you want to look for an answer 

○ is about something you can research 

○ takes a time to figure out 

○ makes you think, know, and wonder 

 

In this unit you have the opportunity to conduct your own Inquiry Project. You can 

read all of the details for creating an Inquiry Project on pages 36 - 38. An Inquiry 

Project is a big undertaking, it requires time and several days of work. For your 

Inquiry Project you will be asking a BIG question, and then exploring it. For this 

activity, you will be asking a smaller question, and then exploring it.  

Now that you have watched some videos about science and technology in ancient 

Greece, you probably have some additional questions.  

 

● Brainstorm a list of questions.  

● Cross out any questions that can be answered with yes, no, or a fact.  

● You should be left with research questions only. 

● Spend some time playing with your research questions--which one 

makes you feel excited? Which one makes you want to discover and 

explore? 
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● Finally, select one of your research questions to explore in the next 

section. This is your essential question. Try to answer your essential 

question before you finish this part of the unit.  

● Have fun!  

 

Step Four: Research this: Use World Book Student and Explora (and Advanced 

Google if necessary) to research Aristotle, Hippocrates, and Archimedes. Who were 

they? What role did they play in scientific discovery? How does their legacy live on 

today? Then, spend some time researching your essential question.  

 

Step Five: Explore this: Have fun exploring the following interactive: Take an 

Adventure Through Ancient Greece.  

 

Step Six: Answer this (in your notebook): 

● What role did architecture play in ancient Greece? What are some of the 

buildings and monuments that stand out to you? 

● Who was Archimedes? How did his scientific advancements impact the 

world? 

● Which of Archimedes inventions or discoveries do you find most impressive? 

● Who was Aristotle? What impact did he have on the world of science?  

● Does it surprise you to learn that ancient Greeks were fairly advanced 

scientists and architects? Why or why not?  

● In your opinion, what helped the ancient Greeks to become scientists, 

philosophers, and architects?  

● What kinds of scientific knowledge did the ancient Greeks have?  

● Why do you think some inventions and technologies last longer than others?  

● If you have previously studied a different ancient civilization, how is Greece 

similar or different in this area? (Describe and explain) 

● Can you answer your essential question?  

 

Step Seven: Show What You Know: To start, create an entry in your Field Journal 

featuring your observations and experiences of ancient Greek science, technology 

and/or architecture. Then, pick one of the following activities to complete: 

 

● Create a Padlet mini-biography for Aristotle, Hippocrates, or Archimedes. Try 

to include images and fun stories. Use Explora and World Book Student to 

gather any extra information you need. 

http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
https://www.google.ca/advanced_search
https://www.google.ca/advanced_search
http://mystery-productions.com/hyper/Hypermedia_2003/Miller/AM_hypermedia/Artifact/go.htm
https://padlet.com/
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
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● Select one of the war machines created by Archimedes that you learned about 

earlier in this section. Use materials from around your house to build a model 

of the machine you have chosen.  

● Follow the instructions on page 105 of Tools of the Ancient Greeks by Kris 

Bordessa to create a Stomachion--a game for exploring geometry.  

● Follow the instructions on page 110 of Tools of the Ancient Greeks by Kris 

Bordessa to create an abacus--a counting tool.  

 

 

 

Explore: Art & Music  

 

 

 

 
Big Ideas: What was art and music like in ancient Greece? What role did theatre 

play in Greek society?   

 

Step One: Think about this: Do you enjoy art, music, and theatre? What kinds? Do 

you think that music is an important part of a civilization? Why or why not? Do you 

think that art is an important part of a civilization? Do you think theatre is an 

important part of a civilization? What can art, music, and theatre tell us about a 

culture or civilization? What do you think historians living thousands of years in the 

future will think of the music we listen to today? What do you think historians of the 

future will think of the movies and television shows we watch? The ancient Greeks 

are famous for their distinct styles of art, they are also famous for their theatre, 

modern Western drama/theatre comes largely from the ancient Greeks. If you enjoy 

participating in theatre productions, or watching theatre productions, you can thank 

the ancient Greeks. Read Chapter 3 (beginning on page 37) in Tools of the 

Ancient Greeks by Kris Bordessa.  

 

Step Two: Watch this: Spend some time watching the following videos: The 

Theatre in Ancient Greece from Discovery Education, and Ancient Greek Theaters, 

and Birth of Theatre from Learn 360. You can also listen to what ancient Greek 

music may have sounded like here.  

http://www.brighthubeducation.com/history-homework-help/93105-archimedes-war-machines/
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/83785096-e190-41e2-b140-373971de1287?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/83785096-e190-41e2-b140-373971de1287?hasLocalHost=false
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=65627&loid=304036&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=67295&loid=307885&tScript=0
http://safeyoutube.net/w/nBsb
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Step Three: Essential Question Creation: What make a good question? There are 

many different types of questions. Some of them can be answered with a yes or a no, 

some of them can be answered with a specific fact, and others require more 

research to answer.   

● A yes or no question sounds like: Can we go to the park today? Or, did the 

ancient Greeks have a system of writing?  

● A fact-based question sounds like: Where is British Columbia located? Or, 

what year was the Acropolis built?  

 

● A research question, however, is a bit more complex. A research question 

might sound like: How would ancient Greece be different if it were not 

surrounded by bodies of water? A research question:  

○ has more than one answer 

○ has a very deep meaning 

○ gives you lots of information 

○ doesn't have a yes or no answer 

○ is hard to answer and takes a lot of thinking to understand the question 

○ contains exciting words that make you want to look for an answer 

○ is about something you can research 

○ takes a time to figure out 

○ makes you think, know, and wonder 

 

In this unit you have the opportunity to conduct your own Inquiry Project. You can 

read all of the details for creating an Inquiry Project on pages 36 - 38. An Inquiry 

Project is a big undertaking, it requires time and several days of work. For your 

Inquiry Project you will be asking a BIG question, and then exploring it. For this 

activity, you will be asking a smaller question, and then exploring it.  

Now that you have watched some videos about art and music in ancient Greece, you 

probably have some additional questions.  

● Brainstorm a list of questions.  

● Cross out any questions that can be answered with yes, no, or a fact.  

● You should be left with research questions only. 

● Spend some time playing with your research questions--which one 

makes you feel excited? Which one makes you want to discover and 

explore? 
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● Finally, select one of your research questions to explore in the next 

section. This is your essential question. Try to answer your essential 

question before you finish this part of the unit.  

● Have fun!  

 

Step Four: Research this: Use World Book Student and Explora (and Advanced 

Google if necessary) to research Aristophanes. Who was he? What role did he play in 

the development of Greek theatre. Once you have finished researching, spend some 

time trying to answer your essential question.  

 

Step Five: Explore this: Explore Festivals and Games in ancient Greece. Select 

‘Story’ to learn more about the Olympic games. Then, select ‘Explore’ to learn more 

about ancient Greek theatre. Finally, select ‘Challenge’ to learn more about other 

festivals in ancient Greece. After you have finished, tour the collection of Ancient 

Greek art from the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City. Click on each 

sample to read more information about the art.  

 

Step Six: Answer this (in your notebook): 

● What are some of the unique features of ancient Greek art?  

● What interests you about ancient Greek art? 

● Why do you think that different cultures develop different styles of art?  

● What instruments did ancient Greeks use?  

● Why do you think art and music are important to people throughout time and 

history?  

● What sorts of things can be communicated through art and music?  

● Who was Aristophanes? Who was Sophocles? How did they contribute to the 

development of theatre? 

● Why do you think the ancient Greeks developed theatre as an important art 

form? Do you enjoy participating in theatre activities or productions? 

● How was the theatre of ancient Greek different from the theatre of today?  

● If you have previously studied a different ancient civilization, how is Greece 

similar or different in this area?  

● Can you answer your essential question? 

 

Step Seven: Show What You Know: To start, create an entry in your Field Journal 

featuring your observations and experiences of ancient Greek art, theatre and/or 

music. Then, select one of the following activities to complete: 

http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
https://www.google.ca/advanced_search
https://www.google.ca/advanced_search
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/festivals/home_set.html
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/festivals/story/sto_set.html
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/festivals/explore/exp_set.html
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/festivals/challenge/cha_set.html
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/ht/04/eusb.html
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/ht/04/eusb.html
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● Follow the instructions on page 44 of Tools of the Ancient Greeks by Kris 

Bordessa to design and create your own ancient Greek tragedy and comedy 

theatre masks.  

● Have you heard of Aesop’s fables? Aesop was a slave and storyteller believe to 

live in ancient Greece. He created many fables (stories with morals) that you 

may be familiar with, such as the Ant and the Grasshopper and the Lion and 

the Mouse. Select one-two of Aesop’s fables and turn it into a skit (5 minutes 

in length). Perform your skit with friends and/or siblings. Be certain to film 

your performance.  

● Create a Padlet mini-biography for Aristophanes or Sophocles. World Book 

Student and Explora to gather any extra information you need.  

● Follow the instructions on page 48-49 of Tools of the Ancient Greeks by Kris 

Bordessa to design and create your own clay pot. Once it is dry, decorate it in 

the style of the ancient Greeks.  

 

INQUIRY PROJECT 

 

Please note, although this section is optional, we recommend that at least one 

Inquiry Project be completed at some point for Socials Grade 7 

 

 
 

Project 2:  Open-Ended Inquiry Project: What does the word inquiry mean? Take 

a minute to look it up, what did you learn? Inquiry involves the process of seeking 

out information. An Inquiry Project begins with a simple idea about a topic of 

interest. Your idea then becomes a question that you want to answer. Inquiry 

Projects require strong questions. A strong question does not have a yes or no 

answer. A strong question cannot be answered with one or two words, or even a 

single sentence. A strong inquiry question doesn’t have a right or a wrong answer. A 

strong question starts with “how,” or “why.” You will need to conduct research in 

order to investigate your question. 

 

http://www.taleswithmorals.com/aesop-fable-the-ant-and-the-grasshopper.htm
http://www.taleswithmorals.com/aesop-fable-the-lion-and-the-mouse.htm
http://www.taleswithmorals.com/aesop-fable-the-lion-and-the-mouse.htm
http://www.taleswithmorals.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/skit
https://padlet.com/
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
http://www.dictionary.com/
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A Good Question:   

● has more than one answer 

● has a very deep meaning 

● gives you lots of information 

● doesn't have a yes or no answer 

● is hard to answer and takes a lot of thinking to understand the question 

● contains exciting words that make you want to look for an answer 

● is about something you can research 

● takes a long time to figure out 

● makes you think, know, and wonder 

 

How do you choose your topic? As you begin to read and learn about ancient Greece 

you will likely discover areas of interest. It can be hard to narrow down your topic, 

but keeping your Field Journal should help with this. As you consider the area you 

would like to explore, use the following steps as your guide:  

1. Identify 3 topics that really interest you! 

2. Identify what you already know about this topic? 

3. What more would you like to know about these topics? 

4. Write at least three questions you would like to know. 

5. Select one question to be your BIG question.  

6. What keywords should I use to research my topic? Evaluate which keywords 

were effective. 
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7. What databases or search engines will I use? Evaluate which ones provided 

the best information? 

 

You can use Popplet to create a mind map. Write your BIG question in the centre of 

your mind map, and write your smaller questions around the outside. Now, use 

Explora, World Book Student, Advanced Google, and the books/videos you have 

access to in this unit to gather information. You can use this form to organize your 

research. Once you have gathered the research you need to answer your question, it 

can be helpful to keep a document where you record information that will help you 

answer your questions. Finally, decide how you would like to present the 

information you have worked so hard to gather. This might be a video using 

Windows Movie Maker or iMovie, a Wix or a Weebly, a Prezi, Edubuncee, or 

PowerPoint, or any other method of your choosing.  

 

 

Have fun conducting your investigation! After you have completed your project, 

reflect on your learning using this helpful document from BIE and the following 

questions: 

 

1. Was this research stage easy or hard for you?  How did you feel doing this 

project? Did you consult with your teacher librarian along the way? 

2. Did your topic of inquiry make the research process interesting? If not what 

could you do better next time to make the process or topic search interesting? 

3. If you had to do the project over, would you do anything differently? If so, 

what?  

4. How much effort do you think you put into this project?  

5. After reviewing the content you have learned do you feel a sense of 

accomplishment? 

6. Why do you think God created human beings to be curious about the world 

around them? How would humanity be different if people were not curious? 

According to the Bible, what makes human beings unique from the rest of 

creation? 

 

 

 

 

 

http://popplet.com/
http://popplet.com/
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
https://www.google.ca/advanced_search
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10i-s6_1irE7YF_vVaTgVFOQ987wq14GnuRqpWPTTLiU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10i-s6_1irE7YF_vVaTgVFOQ987wq14GnuRqpWPTTLiU/edit
http://www.wix.com/
http://www.wix.com/
https://www.weebly.com/
https://www.weebly.com/
https://prezi.com/
https://prezi.com/
https://www.edu.buncee.com/
https://www.edu.buncee.com/
http://www.bie.org/object/document/self_reflection_on_project_work
https://www.biblegateway.com/
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Videos to Watch 

 

Select an assortment of videos to enhance your 

knowledge and understanding of ancient Greek culture. 

Many of these videos will be helpful as you write your 

Field Journal, and research for your Inquiry Project. 

Some of these videos have already been used in previous lessons and 

activities. 

 

Myths and Legends: Ancient Greece (Discovery Education) 

Living History: Living in Ancient Greece (Discovery Education) 

Greek Mythology (Discovery Education) 

Ancient Greek Philosophy (Discovery Education) 

Ancient Greece (Discovery Education) 

The Theatre in Ancient Greece (Discovery Education) 

Religion in Ancient Greece (Discovery Education) 

Athens: The Birthplace of Democracy (Discovery Education) 

The Influence of Ancient Greece (Discovery Education) 

Discovering Ancient Greece (Discovery Education) 

Math and Ancient Greece (Discovery Education) 

Horrible Histories: Groovy Greeks (Discovery Education) 

The Musical: Contributions of Greeks and Romans (Discovery Education) 

Greek Art and Architecture in the Parthenon (Discovery Education) 

Simple Machines-Greeks (Discovery Education) 

Mystical Monuments of Ancient Greece (Learn 360) 

Ancient Greece: Modern Shipbuilding (Learn 360)  

A Short History of Time: Ancient Greece (Learn 360) 

Greek/Neolithic Period to Modern Day: Timelines of Ancient Civilizations (Learn 

360) 

Blood and Honor at the First Olympics (Learn 360) 

https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/d1016e2d-16eb-4dcf-982c-2586b966b9de?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/c28a1869-60c9-4496-979b-eef17ace4275?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/406bcd33-2c17-41a2-95d8-1519627fb045?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/147a3306-bd94-4e21-9aa0-dd958ed4b59e
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/44d4be23-459b-4351-bab2-cf614930bcbf?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/83785096-e190-41e2-b140-373971de1287?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/1b9e9b71-e2bd-4715-891e-4f22745fe089
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/dd3377a7-8d41-48b1-aa14-c73cf5b6761b
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/ab342793-ec55-4506-9bb3-dc1874244a13?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/5850c387-8dfe-4fbd-80e2-07eb4c5daf8f?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/b53c3b9e-25d4-4fda-9b05-182eb41c8efe?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/147f53a0-215c-4948-bda4-b32683212b2c?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/e3f7109c-543e-4d66-96a8-390e04338ff0?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/d895d90e-d933-43b2-91b6-77227395bdfb?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/14e3846c-25e1-470b-b5a7-404da5134940?hasLocalHost=false
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=66981&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=68193&tScript=0
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=59053&loid=278865&tScript=0
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=65620&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=66972&tScript=0
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Athens: Western Splendor (Learn 360) 

Sailing With the Phoenicians (Learn 360) 

The True Story of Alexander the Great (Learn 360) 

In Search of Greece (Learn 360) 

Treasure Seekers: Glories of the Ancient Aegean (Learn 360) 

The Fabulous Centers of Hellenism (Learn 360) 

Athens: Ancient Supercity (Learn 360)         

 

Virtual Field Trips & Technology Fun  

 

 
Virtual Tours: Take a fantastic virtual tour of the Acropolis, Parthenon, and other 

Ancient Greek historical sites! Select the tour you are wanting at the top of the page, 

and then click on the owls hidden throughout the pictures to move around. 
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http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=76890&tScript=0
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http://acropolis-virtualtour.gr/

