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Seventh Grade Egyptian Civilization  

Physical Unit Study Kit Guide 
Written By Rachael Freed 

 
 
 

The following resources are included in the physical kit and will need to be returned to 

HCOS: 

 

1. The History Detective Investigates Ancient Egypt by Rachel Minay 

2. Ancient Egypt by L.J. Amstutz  

3. Usborne Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt by Gill Harvey 

4. Life in Ancient Egypt by Paul C. Challen 

5. Pharaohs of Ancient Egypt by Elizabeth Ann Payne 

6. Great Ancient EGYPT Projects: You Can Build Yourself by Carmella Van Vleet 

7. Ancient Egypt: A Journey Back in Time DVD by Bob Carruthers 

8. Egyptian Civilization Unit Study Guide 

 

 

 

You will need to access the parent guide online as it has clickable links. They can be found 

on our website: www.hcslearningcommons.org, under Distance Learning Resource, Unit 

Study Kits K-9.  Or you can log in to L4U and search for the unit study title. The guides can 

be found in the title record at the bottom of the page, under Resources, and can be 

downloaded. 

 

 

 

"Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s 

purpose that prevails." (Proverbs 19:21) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hcslearningcommons.org/
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Introduction  

   
The Ministry of Education has recently changed the learning standards and competencies for the 

Province of British Columbia. This kit is designed with these standards in mind. Each activity in this 

Unit Study addresses the competencies of the new BCEd Plan, and is marked with the following 

labels: 

 

  Communication Competency Critical Thinking Competency  

  Creative Thinking Competency Personal & Social Competency 

 Thinking Competency     Social Responsibility 

   

For further information on the pedagogy behind the kits please check out the context in 

this document.  It will help give background to the new BC curriculum and our inclusion 

of these new learning standards in our Unit Study Kits.  

 

      

     Big Ideas  
“Big ideas are statements that are central to one’s understanding in an area of learning. A big idea is 

broad and abstract.” (CT) Big ideas represent the overarching theme of each unit. They contain 

references to the content and key questions students will be investigating throughout the unit. Big ideas 

are often cross-curricular in nature. Similar themes can be found in many different subject areas within 

each grade-level. 

Social Studies  
● Geographic conditions shaped the emergence of civilizations 

 
● Religious and cultural practices that emerged during this period have endured and 

continue to influence people. 
● Increasingly complex societies required new systems of laws and government. 

 
● Economic specialization and trade networks can lead to conflict and cooperation 

between societies. 

https://hcslearningcommons.files.wordpress.com/2017/07/introtosocialsunitstudykitsforbcsnew2016curriculum.pdf
https://hcslearningcommons.files.wordpress.com/2017/07/introtosocialsunitstudykitsforbcsnew2016curriculum.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/glossary.pdf
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Content and Key Questions  
Content refers to the topics that will be investigated throughout the unit. The key questions serve as a 

guide as you and your child explore the content. Throughout this unit the key questions will be the 
starting point for learning.  

 

Social Studies 
Content: Human responses to particular geographic challenges and opportunities, including 

climates, landforms, and natural resources 

 

Content: features and characteristics of civilizations and factors that lead to their rise and fall 

 

Content: origins, core beliefs, narratives, practices, and influences of religions. 

 

Content: scientific, philosophical, and technological developments 

 

Content: interactions and exchanges between past civilizations and cultures, including 

conflict, peace, trade, expansion, and migration 

 

Content: social, political, legal, governmental, and economic systems and structures.  

 

 

HCOS Subscriptions  
HCOS families have access to a wide variety of wonderful subscriptions which can be used to 

enhance student learning. Several of these subscriptions are used throughout the unit. To find 

the login for these subscriptions, go to your parent homepage in Encom, choose “curriculum 

resources” from the menu at the top, to access the most recent password information. 

 

 
 

Then scroll down to find the links and passwords to the subscription(s) you are interested in. 
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   How to Use This Kit 
  

This Unit Study includes a wide variety of resources, videos to watch, and experiential 

technology-based learning opportunities. This guide is designed to meet Social Studies 

Learning Standards for Grade 7 but includes many cross-curricular project suggestions.   

 

To complete the requirements of Grade 7 Socials, we recommend completing 

FOUR Unit Study Kits: 

Early Humans/Mesopotamia 

Maya/Aztecs 

Two of: Egypt, Greece, or Rome 
 

 

Important Notes:  

1. Each kit is designed to be completed over a seven-week period.  

2. This newly-formatted kit includes a NEW! “Guided Exploration” section.  This section 

will serve as a primer for the Inquiry Project (described below).  

3. The Guided Exploration section (above), and Field Journal project (below) are essential 

components for completion of each kit. 

4. There are two overarching/major projects for students to complete. 

 

a. Field Journal - You will complete your field journal as you work through the 

Guided Exploration section of the kit. The information you need to write your 

journal entries will be gathered as you complete the tasks in the guided 

exploration section 

b. Inquiry Project - requires a deeper level of thinking and engagement than your 

student may be used to, but once they’ve completed a few “Guided 

Explorations”, we trust they’ll get the hang of it!  We recommend TWO Inquiry 

Projects as a TOTAL for all Grade 7 Socials work (not one major project for 

each Unit Study- this would be too much).   
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Unit Guide:  Adventures in Ancient Egypt  

 
 

This kit will serve as a guided tour of the incredible Ancient 

Egyptian civilization. During your time in Ancient Egypt you 

will learn about the unique facets that shaped this fascinating 

culture. This will include geographical issues, climate, 

natural resources, belief systems, stories, practices, 

science, art, philosophy, technology, conflict, peace, trade, expansion, 

government, and much more. We will examine the roots of civilization, and learn to 

identify the factors in their rise and fall.   

 

Welcome, and congratulations on completing almost all of your degree requirements for 

the Doctor Jones School of Archaeology! I am certain that you have been anticipating 

your final course with us. Today you will discover the unique approach we at Doctor 

Jones School of Archaeology take to ensure that our students emerge as the world’s 

foremost archaeologists. You have been preparing for this course for the past three and a 

half years.  

 

At this time, you will note the large, rather intimidating looking, machine located just to 

your left. This, students, is a time machine. Don’t look so surprised, you didn’t decide to 

attend this school for a second-rate education. The Doctor Jones School of Archaeology is 

the best, and we prepare our students for a lifetime of exploration. Starting tomorrow, 

you will be embarking on a journey of discovery. You will be traveling into the past, 

equipped with the knowledge that your time at this school has provided. Your goal: to 

learn as much about Ancient Egypt as you can, while experiencing the culture firsthand. 

This is a rare opportunity students--do not squander it. During your time in Egypt you 

will be tasked with keeping a field journal, you will also be designing, developing, and 

implementing a project related to your own interests. It is necessary to complete both 

tasks in order to receive your diploma! 

 

In a moment, you will be equipped with authentic clothing and makeup to ensure that 

you blend in with the rest of Egyptian society. You will also be given the tools needed to 

explore this fascinating civilization. You will then have 24-hours to brush up on your 

Ancient Egyptian before you set-off on your journey. Try not to worry, everyone who has 

traveled on this quest has come back alive and unharmed. Well, almost everyone.  
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Project 1:  Field Journal (The bulk of the Field Journal can be completed during the 

Guided Exploration section).   

 

A field journal is an informal, but detailed, document kept by scientists, archaeologists, 

anthropologists, and others who spend time working “in the field” (a phrase which 

here means “carried out or working in the natural environment”).  You will be 

completing your own field journal throughout this unit. During the time you are 

traveling through Egypt you will be keeping notes in a journal format describing your 

journey into the past; what you see, hear, smell, and experience. You will gather 

information from the books you read, the videos you watch, and the activities you 

complete, you can also use Explora and World Book Student. Be creative and use your 

imagination.  

 

Your field journal could be a physical notebook, a Google Doc, a Wix or a Weebly, a 

Padlet, Kidblog, a video log, or a word document-- use a variety of photographs, 

drawings, sketches, and “collected samples” in your field journal, as well as notes about 

what you see, hear, and experience. Your field journal is a perfect place to jot down 

questions that you have as you learn about ancient Egypt. By jotting down your 

questions, you should have a lot of ideas to work with when you begin your Inquiry 

Project! You can view a sample journal entry on the next page.  

This assignment is one part imagination and one part fact finding mission. Be certain 

to keep track of where you gather your information and keep a bibliography. Your field 

journal should have a minimum of 10 entries to a maximum of 20 entries. You should 

have at least one entry connected to each of the following exploration topics and ideas: 

 

● My arrival and first day in Egypt  

● An adventure or close encounter  

● An amazing discovery  

● Geography, Climate & Natural Resources  

● Government, Trade, Conflict & Connections  

● Religion, Practices, Folklore & Philosophy 

● Language & Writing 

● Science & Technology  

● Art & Music  

http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
https://www.google.com/docs/about/
http://www.wix.com/
https://www.weebly.com/
https://padlet.com/
http://kidblog.org/
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● My thoughts on why the ancient Egyptian civilization collapsed  

 

You may also want to have entries on food, games, animals, children, clothing--

anything that interests you!  

This is an example of what your field journal might look like. The sample below was 

created using Padlet. 

 
As you create your field journal, have fun and be creative. Write or talk as though you 

are actually experiencing these things--describe what you see, hear, smell, and feel. 

Talk about your concerns and questions. Have fun describing your adventures AND be 

sure to describe what you learn about this amazing civilization! If you are having 

difficulty writing about what you have learned, consider using the following sentence 

starters/opening sentences to get yourself going: 

● Today I discovered the most fascinating thing about… 

● I have always been interested in science. Today I learned that… 

● Our adventures in time continue, today we discovered… 

● Yesterday I was wondering about ancient Egyptian... Today I learned that… 

● I have made the most amazing discovery!  

 

 

https://padlet.com/
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Books to Read  

 

Books marked with *** are necessary for covering the 

content.  

 

***The History Detective Investigates Ancient Egypt by Rachel Minay 

 

Things to Think About: Who were the Ancient Egyptians? Where is Egypt located? 

Can you find it on a map? What bodies of water are important in Egypt? Why do you 

think Egyptian civilization grew along the banks of the River Nile? What benefits 

would there be to living alongside a river, particularly for farmers? What are the 

periods into which ancient Egyptian history is divided? Who were the most famous 

pharaohs? How do we know about ancient Egyptians? What evidence and artifacts do 

we have? Why was the River Nile important? How did it help Egyptian civilization to 

grow and develop? What happened to the Nile between June and October? How did 

this help the Egyptians? What are the weather and environmental conditions like in 

Egypt? What sort of ecosystem does Egypt have? What are simple Egyptian boats made 

from? What are some of the dangerous animals who lived along the Nile? Who were 

the pharaohs?  

 

What does the word pharaoh mean? Who was Tutankhamun? How do we know so 

much about him? Why was the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb so unusual? What 

was daily life in ancient Egypt like? Which part of Egyptian life do you find the most 

fascinating? Why? What was ancient Egyptian clothing like? What kinds of animals did 

Egyptians keep as pets? How did the ancient Egyptians make money? What were the 

different jobs, skills, and trades in ancient Egypt? How did people acquire goods in 

ancient Egypt without money? What are some of the products produced by the ancient 

Egyptians? What role did women play in ancient Egypt? How is this similar and 

different from the role of women today? What do you notice about ancient Egyptian 

art?  

 

What are hieroglyphs? What role did scribes play in ancient Egypt? How did historians 

and archaeologists learn to read Egyptian hieroglyphs? What is the Rosetta Stone? 

What system of belief did the ancient Egyptians have? Who were their gods and 

goddesses? Have you heard the names of any of the ancient Egyptian gods and 

goddesses? How is ancient Egyptian religion different from Christianity? Are there any 

similarities? What else did the Egyptians believe about their gods and goddesses? 
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What was shocking to the ancient Egyptians about the Pharaoh Akhenaten and his 

religious beliefs? What secrets did Egyptian temples hold? What do you notice about 

their building and architecture? What is mummification? Why did the ancient 

Egyptians mummify bodies? Why were the pyramids built? What do you imagine the 

pyramids would have looked like when they were covered in limestone? What is the 

Sphinx? Did the Egyptians fight wars? What sort of conflicts were they involved in 

during their history? Why did ancient Egyptian civilization end? What brought about 

the collapse? What have you read about ancient Egypt in the Bible? Egypt is mentioned 

many times in both the Old Testament and the New Testament. As you complete this 

unit, spend some time reading Genesis 37, Genesis 39-47, and the book of Exodus.  

 

***Ancient Egypt by L.J. Amstutz  

Things to Think About: Who was King Tut? When did he live? What was unique about 

Tut? How old was he when he became Pharaoh? What would Tutankhamun have 

studied before becoming pharaoh? Why did he change his name from Tutankhaten to 

Tutankhamen? Why is the Nile important in Egypt? What benefits were caused by the 

annual flooding of the Nile? Why was the Nile an important part of the Egyptian 

ecosystem? What was the land surrounding the Nile like? What is the climate in 

ancient Egypt like? When was King Tut’s tomb discovered? Who discovered it? What 

made the discovery unique? What sorts of objects were found in Tutankhamen’s tomb?  

 

What could these objects tell us about ancient Egyptian culture, technology, art, and 

belief systems? For how long did ancient Egyptian civilization flourish? Why was Egypt 

isolated from other cultures? What is the Narmer palette? What are the different 

periods that Egyptian history is divided into? What are the different chambers in 

Khufu’s Great Pyramid? What are the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World? Which of 

these are still standing? What is the Great Sphinx? What are some of the factors in the 

collapse of ancient Egyptian civilization? What kind of power did the pharaohs have? 

What role did the upper class play in Egypt? What was life like for the lower classes in 

Egypt?  

 

What was government like in ancient Egypt? What would happen to criminals? Did 

Egypt have money? How did people purchase goods that they needed? Describe a day 

in the life an ancient Egyptian person. What do you think it would have been like living 

in ancient Egypt? How would your experience be different depending on whether you 

were a man or a woman? How would your experience be different depending on 

whether you were rich or poor? Educated or uneducated? Do you think you would 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2037
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-International-Version-NIV-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+1
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want to be an ancient Egyptian? Why or why not? What was farming like in ancient 

Egypt? What are some of the crops grown? What kinds of animals did the ancient 

Egyptians keep for food? What were ancient Egyptian clothes like? How do you think 

ancient Egyptian clothing was influenced by the climate and weather in Egypt? What 

are ancient Egyptian homes like? What were they made from? What kinds of pets did 

the ancient Egyptians have? Why did cats have a special significance to ancient 

Egyptians? Why was writing important to the ancient Egyptians?  

 

What style of writing did the ancient Egyptians use? What do you think of ancient 

Egyptian writing? Do you think you could learn to write in Egyptian? What is the 

Rosetta Stone? Why do you think the ability to read and write ancient Egyptian was 

lost over time? Do you think it would have been possible to decipher ancient Egyptian 

writing without the Rosetta Stone? Why or why not? 

 

What sorts of instruments were used in ancient Egyptian music? What sort of arts and 

crafts did the Egyptians create? Explain the ancient Egyptian creation story. How is it 

different from, and similar to, the Biblical creation story? Why do you think many 

different cultures have their own creation story? Why do we have confidence in the 

Biblical account of creation? Which gods did the ancient Egyptians worship? Who were 

the important gods and goddesses? What did the Egyptians believe about the afterlife?  

 

What do you believe happens after someone dies? What does the Bible say about life 

after death? How did Jesus change what happens after we die? What was the 

mummification process? What were the different steps? Did you know that 

mummification involved so many different steps? Why were magic and medicine 

blurred together in Egypt? 

 

How big are the pyramids? How were the pyramids built? How did the Egyptians 

transport the stones used in the construction of the pyramids? What do you notice 

about ancient Egyptian building and engineering? How did the Egyptians build boats? 

How did the Egyptians establish an empire? What sort of weaponry did the Egyptians 

use? What are some of the lessons of ancient Egypt? What can we learn from the 

ancient Egyptians? Does ancient Egyptian culture still influence us today? What are 

some examples? What have you read about ancient Egypt in the Bible? Egypt is 

mentioned many times in both the Old Testament and the New Testament. As you 

complete this unit, spend some time reading Genesis 37, Genesis 39-47, and the book 

of Exodus.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1&version=GNT
https://www.biblegateway.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2037
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-International-Version-NIV-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+1
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Usborne Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt by Gill Harvey 

About this book: Ancient Egypt’s history from its origins as a group of settlements along 

the banks of the Nile, its rise to one of the world’s greatest civilizations to its decline at 

the hands of the Roman Empire.  Illustrated with stunning photographs, artwork, 

diagrams and cutaways. 

 

Life in Ancient Egypt by Paul C. Challen 

About this book: On the River Nile -- The black land -- Egyptian empire -- The new 

kingdom -- Egyptian economy -- Everyday life -- Language and learning -- Values and 

beliefs -- Life after death -- Arts and pastimes -- Scientific Egypt -- Inside a pyramid -- The 

fall of Egypt.  Travel back thousands of years and explore the first great civilizations of 

the world. 

 

Pharaohs of Ancient Egypt by Elizabeth Ann Payne 

About this book: Gives information on the history of ancient Egypt and what life was 

like along the Nile from the earliest civilization through its disintegration beginning with 

Rameses II, as it has been gathered from the work of archeologists in the area. 

 

Great Ancient EGYPT Projects: You Can Build Yourself by Carmella Van Vleet 

About this book: Gives readers today a chance to experience how the ancient Egyptians 

lived, cooked, worked, worshipped, entertained themselves, and interacted with their 

neighbors through building projects that use common household supplies. Detailed step-

by-step instructions, diagrams, and templates for creating each project are combined 

with historical facts and anecdotes, biographies, and trivia for the real-life models of each 

project. Together they give kids a first-hand look at daily life in ancient Egypt. 

 

Ancient Egypt: A Journey Back in Time DVD by Bob Carruthers 

About this book: Think of Ancient Egypt and you think of the great Pyramids at Giza - 

but these incredible structures are not the only treasures left to us by a truly remarkable 

civilization. This program visits, explores and restores such wonders as the Temples at Al 

Karnak and Luxor, the Temple at Abu Simnel and more. 

 

Select One Novel:  

 

The Golden Goblet – Audiobook, Novel by Eloise Jarvis McGraw  
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About This Book: “Ranofer wants only one thing in the world: to be a master goldsmith 

like his beloved father was. But how can he when he is all but imprisoned by his evil half-

brother, Gebu? Ranofer knows the only way he can escape Gebu's abuse is by changing his 

destiny. But can a poor boy with no skills survive on the cutthroat streets of ancient 

Thebes? Then Ranofer finds a priceless golden goblet in Gebu's room and he knows his 

luck−and his destiny−are about to change.” 

 

 

The Cat of Bubastes – A Tale of Ancient Egypt by G.A. Henty  

About This Book: “Get swept away in this action-packed thriller set in ancient Egypt. 

The Cat of Bubastes follows the fortunes of the beleaguered young prince Amuba. 

Enslaved after an enemy invasion of his country, Amuba's fate is intertwined with that of 

a mystical cat-like creature. Will he ever find his freedom?” 

 

 

Guided Exploration 

 
The learning you do in this section of the kit will help to inform your field 

journal. It may also spark ideas for your Inquiry Project.  

 

In this section you will be able to explore, in-depth, different facets of life in 

ancient Egypt. Each section begins with a Big Idea. The Big Ideas are what we will 

be exploring in each section. You will have the opportunity to read, view, and 

research; you will also create your own essential question to explore. At the end 

of each section you will select one task to complete as a response to your 

learning.  

 

For this section you will need a (physical or digital) notebook, journal, or audio 

recording device in order to complete each guided inquiry. Each section is 

designed to be completed in two-four days, depending on your schedule. 

 

 

https://heritageca.libraryreserve.com/10/45/en/ContentDetails.htm?id=7DB99E16-3AF6-4A43-BAB3-AC55FF49D14E
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Explore: Geography, Climate & Natural Resources 

 

 

 
Big Idea: How are civilizations shaped by their location?  

 

Step One: Think about this: Consider the area in which you live? What is your 

community like? What is the geography in your community like? What sorts of natural 

resources are there? What is the weather like? How do you think these factors have 

shaped your community? All communities, throughout the world, are shaped by 

geographical features and climates. This was particularly true in ancient times, prior to 

the harnessing of electricity that allows us to control our environment. Spend some 

time looking at this map of ancient Egypt. What do you notice? What sort of climate 

and environment does Egypt have? What major features of the Egyptian landscape do 

you notice? What do you notice about the location of ancient Egyptian cities?  

 

Step Two: Watch this: Once you have finished exploring the map, spend some time 

watching The Nile: Food and Farming (19 minutes) from Learn 360, and Ancient 

Egypt: The Gift of the Nile (28 minutes) from Discovery Education. Is your community 

located near a body of water? If so, what kind? How important a role did the Nile River 

play in ancient Egyptian civilization? Why? 

 

Step Three: Essential Question Creation: What make a good question? There are 

many different types of questions. Some of them can be answered with a yes or a no, 

some of them can be answered with a specific fact, and others require more research 

to answer.   

● A yes or no question sounds like: Can we go to the park today? Or, did the 

ancient Egyptians use chariots?  

● A fact-based question sounds like: Where is British Columbia located? Or, 

what year was the Sphinx discovered?  

● A research question, however, is a bit more complex. A research question 

might sound like: How would ancient Egypt be different without the Nile River? 

A research question:  

http://www.ancient-egypt-online.com/ancient-egypt-maps.html
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=75679&tScript=0
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/7a54f2bb-9134-4b4c-a4b1-650accf988b0?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/7a54f2bb-9134-4b4c-a4b1-650accf988b0?hasLocalHost=false
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○ has more than one answer 

○ has a very deep meaning 

○ gives you lots of information 

○ doesn't have a yes or no answer 

○ is hard to answer and takes a lot of thinking to understand the question 

○ contains exciting words that make you want to look for an answer 

○ is about something you can research 

○ takes a time to figure out 

○ makes you think, know, and wonder 

 

In this unit you have the opportunity to conduct your own Inquiry Project. You can 

read all of the details for creating an Inquiry Project on pages 38 - 40. An Inquiry 

Project is a big undertaking; it requires time and several days of work. For your 

Inquiry Project you will be asking a BIG question, and then exploring it. For this 

activity, you will be asking a smaller question, and then exploring it.  

Now that you have watched some videos about geography, climate, and natural 

resources in ancient Egypt, you probably have some additional questions.  

 

● Brainstorm a list of questions.  

● Cross out any questions that can be answered with yes, no, or a fact.  

● You should be left with research questions only. 

● Spend some time playing with your research questions--which one makes 

you feel excited? Which one makes you want to discover and explore? 

● Finally, select one of your research questions to explore in the next 

section. This is your essential question. Try to answer your essential 

question before you finish this part of the unit.  

● Have fun!  

 

Step Four: Research this: Next, use World Book Student to research and read about 

the Nile River. Try to find two-three articles. Find two-three things that you think are 

most interesting. What natural resources did the ancient Egyptians have access to 

because of the Nile River? Does the location of the ancient Egyptian civilization make 

sense to you? Why or why not? Read more about natural resources in ancient Egypt 

from PBS. Finally, spend some time researching and answering your essential 

question.  

 

http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://www.pbs.org/empires/egypt/newkingdom/resources.html
http://www.pbs.org/empires/egypt/newkingdom/resources.html
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Step Five: Explore this: Have fun exploring the following interactives: The Land of the 

Egyptians, The Geography of Ancient Egypt (read the brief article, then press Story to 

take an interactive journey. Finally, try the Challenge--The Jeweler of Memphis).  

Step Six: Answer this (in your notebook):  

● What geographical factors influenced ancient Egyptian society? (Describe and 

explain) 

● What climate factors influenced ancient Egyptian society? (Describe and 

explain) 

● How did ancient Egyptians make use of natural resources in their local area? 

(Describe and explain) 

● What role would you have wanted to play in ancient Egyptian society? Why? 

● If you have previously studied a different ancient civilization, how is Egypt 

similar or different in this area? (Describe and explain) 

● Can you answer your essential question?  

 

Step Seven: Show What You Know: To start, create an entry in your field journal 

featuring your observations and experiences of ancient Egyptian geography, climate, 

and natural resources. Then, pick one of the following activities to complete: 

 

● Create a colorful map of Egypt. Label the following places, AND explain their 

significance or how they relate to Egypt: Nile River, Nile Delta, Mediterranean 

Sea, Red Sea, Sahara Desert, Thebes, Giza, Memphis, Phoenicia, Mesopotamia. 

(You can use Explora, World Book Student, and Advanced Google). 

● Use Canva or a word program to create a travel brochure advertising a river 

cruise along the ancient Nile.  

● Build a model or diorama showcasing the Nile River in ancient Egypt. Be as 

detailed as possible. You might want to try using Minecraft to create your model.  

● Paint a picture, or sketch a scene, of the Nile River. Be as detailed as possible.  

● Write a song or a poem containing information about the Nile River and its 

importance to ancient Egyptian civilization.  

● Connect to modern Egypt by researching the Aswan High Dam. Use World Book 

Student and Explora. Create a short summary of the dam (1 paragraph), and 

then give your opinion as to whether or not you believe the dam should have 

been built or not. Give three reasons (or more) to support your opinion.  

 

 

 

http://www.nms.ac.uk/explore/games/discover-ancient-egypt/discover-ancient-egypt/land-of-the-egyptians/
http://www.nms.ac.uk/explore/games/discover-ancient-egypt/discover-ancient-egypt/land-of-the-egyptians/
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/geography/home.html
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/geography/story/main.html
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/geography/activity/main.html
http://fivejs.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/08/ancient-egypt.pdf
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
https://www.google.ca/advanced_search
https://www.canva.com/
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
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Explore: Government, Trade, Conflict & 

Connections 

 

 
Big Ideas: How did the government function in ancient Egypt? How did the 

government influence trade, and handle conflict and relationships with other people 

groups?  

 

Step One: Think about this: What do you know about the government of Canada? 

How is Canadian government formed and organized? Who is the head of our 

government? How did they gain their power? What other countries does Canada have 

a good relationship with? Who does Canada trade with? Are there any countries that 

Canada does not get along with? If so, which ones? Why? What are some wars and 

conflicts that Canada has participated in? Government plays a major role in daily life, 

this is true in all civilizations. Throughout history, there have been many different 

kinds of government, and many different kinds of leaders. What system of government 

did ancient Egypt have?   

 

Step Two: Watch this: Spend some time watching the following videos, Egyptian 

Pharaohs from BrainPop, and Greatest Pharaohs Part 1 (1.5 hours) and Ramses’ 

Egyptian Empire (45 minutes) from Learn 360. Who were the pharaohs of Egypt? 

What kinds of power did they have? How did they gain their power? How is the ancient 

Egyptian system of government different from the Canadian system of government? 

Which system would you rather live under? Why?  

 

Step Three: Essential Question Creation: What make a good question? There are 

many different types of questions. Some of them can be answered with a yes or a no, 

some of them can be answered with a specific fact, and others require more research 

to answer.   

● A yes or no question sounds like: Can we go to the park today? Or, did the 

ancient Egyptians use chariots?  

● A fact-based question sounds like: Where is British Columbia located? Or, 

what year was the Sphinx discovered?  

https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ancientcultures/egyptianpharaohs/
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ancientcultures/egyptianpharaohs/
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=93473&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=68120&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=68120&tScript=0
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● A research question, however, is a bit more complex. A research question 

might sound like: How would ancient Egypt be different without the Nile River? 

A research question also:  

○ has more than one answer 

○ has a very deep meaning 

○ gives you lots of information 

○ doesn't have a yes or no answer 

○ is hard to answer and takes a lot of thinking to understand the question 

○ contains exciting words that make you want to look for an answer 

○ is about something you can research 

○ takes a time to figure out 

○ makes you think, know, and wonder 

 

In this unit you have the opportunity to conduct your own Inquiry Project. You can 

read all of the details for creating an Inquiry Project on pages 38 - 40. An Inquiry 

Project is a big undertaking, it requires time and several days of work. For your Inquiry 

Project you will be asking a BIG question, and then exploring it. For this activity, you 

will be asking a smaller question, and then exploring it.  

Now that you have watched some videos about government in ancient Egypt, you 

probably have some additional questions.  

 

● Brainstorm a list of questions.  

● Cross out any questions that can be answered with yes, no, or a fact.  

● You should be left with research questions only. 

● Spend some time playing with your research questions--which one makes 

you feel excited? Which one makes you want to discover and explore? 

● Finally, select one of your research questions to explore in the next 

section. This is your essential question. Try to answer your essential 

question before you finish this part of the unit.  

● Have fun!  

 

Step Four: Research this: Use World Book Student to research trade and government 

in ancient Egypt (information is located in the main article on Ancient Egypt). To find 

more information, use Advanced Google. Try to find two-three articles. Find two-three 

things that you think are most interesting. How was the government of ancient Egypt 

structured? What role did the pharaohs play? Did the pharaohs have any limits to their 

power? With whom did the ancient Egyptians trade? What sorts of goods did they 

http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
https://www.google.ca/advanced_search
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trade? What benefits come from trading with other nations? Read about war in ancient 

Egypt. Read about law in ancient Egypt. Finally, spend some time researching and 

answering your essential question. 

 

Step Five: Explore this: Have fun exploring the following interactives: Pharaoh: Lord 

of the Two Lands (read the brief article, then press Story to take a journey using scenes 

from Egyptian art). Then, explore King Tutankhamen in this excellent interactive from 

National Geographic.      

 

Step Six: Answer this (in your notebook): 

● What kind of government did they have in ancient Egypt? (Describe and explain) 

● Who was the head of the government and what kind of power did they have? 

(Describe and explain)  

● Who did the Egyptians trade with? 

● Who did the ancient Egyptians have conflict with? Why? 

● Why did the ancient Egyptians start using the chariot? From whom did they 

adopt the concept of the chariot?  

● Do you think that countries benefit from having relationships with one another? 

Why or why not?  

● If you have previously studied a different ancient civilization, how is Egypt 

similar or different in this area? (Describe and explain) 

● Did religion play a role in ancient Egyptian government?  

● Can you answer your essential question?  

 

Step Seven: Show What You Know: To start, create an entry in your field journal 

featuring your observations and experiences of ancient Egyptian government and the 

pharaohs. Then, pick one of the following activities to complete: 

● Research a famous pharaoh from ancient Egypt using World Book Student, 

Explora, and Advanced Google. Then, pretend that you are a journalist and 

“interview” the pharaoh of your choosing. This could become a written 

interview using Issuu, or, you could have a friend play the role of the journalist 

and record them interviewing you while you pretend to be the pharaoh you 

selected.  

● Select a famous pharaoh and use Tiki Toki to create a timeline of their reign, and 

the important events in which they were involved.  

● Select an important event from the life of a pharaoh and turn it into a children’s 

story. Use Storybird, pencil and paper, or a word processing program.  

http://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_egypt/army_of_ancient_egypt.php
http://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_egypt/army_of_ancient_egypt.php
http://www.touregypt.net/featurestories/law.htm
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/pharaoh/home.html
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/pharaoh/home.html
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/pharaoh/story/main.html
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2005/06/king-tut/mysteries/home
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
https://www.google.ca/advanced_search
https://issuu.com/
https://www.tiki-toki.com/
https://storybird.com/
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● Read about the Narmer Palette and view detailed images. Then, use clay and 

other materials to design and create your own storytelling palette with Egyptian 

style art!  

● Create a chart or diagram showing the different levels of societal importance in 

ancient Egyptian society from most important to least important. Draw or use 

Google Advanced Images to find pictures to company each level. What role 

would you have wanted to play in ancient Egyptian society? 

Why?  

 

 

Explore: Religion, Practices, Folklore & Philosophy 

 

 

 
Big Ideas: What did the ancient Egyptians believe? What are the legends, philosophies, 

and traditions associated with their religion?  

 

Step One: Think about this: As a Christian, what do you believe? What do you think 

the most important parts of Christianity are? How can you learn more about your 

Christian faith? Where would you go to find information? What other religions are you 

familiar with? How are they similar to Christianity? How are they different from 

Christianity? Do you think that all religions have some similar elements? Why or why 

not? If so, what might they be? What gives you confidence in your faith as a Christian? 

Most religions have creation stories that try to explain the origin of the universe, the 

planet earth, and human beings. Spend time reading the creation story in Genesis 1 

and 2. Then, read the story of Isis and Osiris, an ancient Egyptian creation myth. 

Afterward, explore this interactive detailing another Egyptian creation myth. What do 

you notice about these Egyptian legends? How are they similar to, and different from, 

the Biblical account of creation?  

 

Step Two: Watch this: Spend some time watching the following videos, Ancient 

Egyptian Theology (14 minutes), Egypt Underworld (50 minutes), and Pharaohs and 

Gods (19 minutes) from Learn 360, and Mummies from BrainPop. What did the 

Egyptians believe about life after death? How is this different from what Christians 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/egypt-art/predynastic-old-kingdom/a/palette-of-king-narmer
https://www.google.com/advanced_image_search
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1-2
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1-2
http://egypt.mrdonn.org/isis-osiris.html
http://www.mythicjourneys.org/bigmyth/myths/english/2_egyptian_full.htm
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=68127&loid=312302&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=68127&loid=312302&tScript=0
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=68256&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=75681&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=75681&tScript=0
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ancientcultures/mummies/
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believe about life after death? Who were the important gods and goddesses in 

Egyptian mythology? How many different gods and goddesses did Egyptians worship?  

 

Step Three: Essential Question Creation: What make a good question? There are 

many different types of questions. Some of them can be answered with a yes or a no, 

some of them can be answered with a specific fact, and others require more research 

to answer.   

● A yes or no question sounds like: Can we go to the park today? Or, did the 

ancient Egyptians use chariots?  

● A fact-based question sounds like: Where is British Columbia located? Or, 

what year was the Sphinx discovered?  

● A research question, however, is a bit more complex. A research question 

might sound like: How would ancient Egypt be different without the Nile River? 

A research question also:  

○ has more than one answer 

○ has a very deep meaning 

○ gives you lots of information 

○ doesn't have a yes or no answer 

○ is hard to answer and takes a lot of thinking to understand the question 

○ contains exciting words that make you want to look for an answer 

○ is about something you can research 

○ takes a time to figure out 

○ makes you think, know, and wonder 

 

In this unit you have the opportunity to conduct your own Inquiry Project. You can 

read all of the details for creating an Inquiry Project on pages 38 - 40. An Inquiry 

Project is a big undertaking, it requires time and several days of work. For your Inquiry 

Project you will be asking a BIG question, and then exploring it. For this activity, you 

will be asking a smaller question, and then exploring it.  

Now that you have watched some videos about religion and beliefs in ancient Egypt, 

you probably have some additional questions.  

● Brainstorm a list of questions.  

● Cross out any questions that can be answered with yes, no, or a fact.  

● You should be left with research questions only. 

● Spend some time playing with your research questions--which one makes 

you feel excited? Which one makes you want to discover and explore? 
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● Finally, select one of your research questions to explore in the next 

section. This is your essential question. Try to answer your essential 

question before you finish this part of the unit.  

● Have fun!  

 

Step Four: Research this: Use World Book Student to research religion, gods and 

goddesses in ancient Egypt. To find more information, use Explora. Try to find two-

three articles. Find two-three things that you think are most interesting. Learn more by 

visiting this gallery from BBC. What did you learn? What questions do you still have? 

Did anything surprise you? Next, research mummification. Why did the Egyptians 

mummify their dead? What was involved in the process of mummification? Finally, 

research and answer your essential question.    

 

Step Five: Explore this: Have fun exploring the following interactives: Learn to Make 

a Mummy, try the BBC Mummy Maker, Find out About Egyptian Gods and Try the 

Challenge, and learn more about Egyptian preparations for the afterlife by having fun 

with Eternity Travel.      

 

Step Six: Answer this (in your notebook): 

● What system of belief did the ancient Egyptians have? (Describe and explain)  

● Who were their primary gods and goddesses? (Describe and explain)  

● What celebrations and traditions did the ancient Egyptians have? (Describe and 

explain)  

● Which ancient Egyptian legend did you find the most interesting? Why?  

● Why did the ancient Egyptians mummify their dead? (Describe and explain)  

● What steps were involved in the process of mummification? (Describe and 

explain)  

● What beliefs did the ancient Egyptians have about the afterlife? (Describe and 

explain)  

● If you have previously studied a different ancient civilization, how is Egypt 

similar or different in this area? (Describe and explain) 

● Can you answer your essential question?  

 

Step Seven: Show What You Know: To start, create an entry in your field journal 

featuring your observations and experiences of ancient Egyptian religion and beliefs. 

Then, pick one of the following activities to complete: 

http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/egyptians/gods_gallery.shtml
http://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interactives/history/egypt/makeamummy/
http://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interactives/history/egypt/makeamummy/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/egyptians/launch_gms_mummy_maker.shtml
http://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interactives/history/egypt/egyptiangod/
http://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interactives/history/egypt/egyptiangod/
http://legacy.mos.org/quest/et/index.php
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● Write a new Egyptian creation myth using actual gods and goddesses from 

Egyptian mythology. Use Storybird, or a word processing program. OR, create an 

illustrated picture book based on an exciting Egyptian myth, such as the ones 

you read earlier in this part of the unit. (Or the myth found here).  

● Create a collage about Egyptian gods and goddesses using the information you 

learned in this section and Padlet. If you would like to take a different artistic 

approach, use poster board and draw pictures of the gods and goddesses you 

choose to profile.  

 

● Build an Egyptian style tomb or temple using Lego or Minecraft 

● Write a “help wanted” advertisement for an Egyptian god or goddess of your 

choosing. They are seeking a new servant, and that servant must be willing to 

put up with them and their demands! Try to include as many details about the 

god or goddess you choose in the help wanted ad--have fun!  

 

● Make your own obelisk! “An obelisk is a tall, four-sided, narrow tapering 

monument which ends in a pyramid-like shape or pyramidion at the top. These 

were originally called "tekhenu" by their builders, the Ancient Egyptians” Use 

Advanced Google Images to find pictures of Egyptian obelisks. For this project 

you will need newspapers, 12-inch-long block of florist foam (craft stores often 

have this, and many grocery stores with a floral department will be willing to 

sell you some as well), glue, a sharp knife (with an adult to help), a 4-by-4-inch 

wood base (craft store or hardware store), a small can of sand or stone coloured 

paint. Cover your workspace with newspaper for easy clean-up. You need your 

florist foam to have square ends. Florist foam generally comes in rectangular 

blocks.  

 

To make a square-based piece of foam, lay the foam down and cut it in half 

lengthwise. Obelisks have pyramid shaped tops. Use the knife to carve one end 

of your florist foam into a pyramid. You may want to practice on a space piece of 

foam first. Use the tip of your knife to carve hieroglyphics into the long sides of 

your obelisk. What do you want your obelisk to say? Stand your obelisk up with 

the pyramid at the top. Glue it to the wooden base and allow the glue to dry. 

Paint the foam obelisk with your sand or stone coloured paint. The foam may 

absorb some of the paint, so several coats will likely be needed. 

 

https://storybird.com/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/mff/egypt.htm
https://padlet.com/
https://sites.google.com/a/hcsdcyclones.com/ancient-civilizations-pbl/stem
https://www.google.com/advanced_image_search
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Explore: Language & Writing 

 

 

 
Big Ideas: What was the ancient Egyptian language? What was the system of writing 

used in ancient Egypt?  

 

Step One: Think about this: Why is language important? What language do you speak 

in your home? Do you know more than one language? What would life be like without 

language? Can all languages be written down? Do you think it is important for language 

to be written down? Why or why not? What do you know about the system of 

writing/alphabet we use in Canada? Take a moment to read about the alphabet from 

World Book Student. What did you learn? What do you know about ancient Egyptian 

writing? How is it different from the alphabet used for English, French, and many other 

languages around the world?  

 

Step Two: Watch this: Spend some time watching the following videos, Hieroglyphics: 

Video Vocab (3 minutes) and Rosetta Stone: Bringing Ancient Egypt to Life (4 minutes) 

from Learn 360. What did you learn about hieroglyphics? Do you think you could learn 

to read hieroglyphics? Why or why not?   

 

Step Three: Essential Question Creation: What make a good question? There are 

many different types of questions. Some of them can be answered with a yes or a no, 

some of them can be answered with a specific fact, and others require more research 

to answer.   

● A yes or no question sounds like: Can we go to the park today? Or, did the 

ancient Egyptians use chariots?  

● A fact-based question sounds like: Where is British Columbia located? Or, 

what year was the Sphinx discovered?  

● A research question, however, is a bit more complex. A research question 

might sound like: How would ancient Egypt be different without the Nile River? 

A research question also:  

○ has more than one answer 

○ has a very deep meaning 

○ gives you lots of information 

http://worldbookonline.com/student/article?id=ar014700&st=alphabet#tab=homepage
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=77631&tScript=0
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=77631&tScript=0
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=115955&loid=443104&tScript=0
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○ doesn't have a yes or no answer 

○ is hard to answer and takes a lot of thinking to understand the question 

○ contains exciting words that make you want to look for an answer 

○ is about something you can research 

○ takes a time to figure out 

○ makes you think, know, and wonder 

 

In this unit you have the opportunity to conduct your own Inquiry Project. You can 

read all of the details for creating an Inquiry Project on pages 38 - 40. An Inquiry 

Project is a big undertaking, it requires time and several days of work. For your Inquiry 

Project you will be asking a BIG question, and then exploring it. For this activity, you 

will be asking a smaller question, and then exploring it.  

 

Now that you have watched some videos about language and writing in ancient Egypt, 

you probably have some additional questions.  

● Brainstorm a list of questions.  

● Cross out any questions that can be answered with yes, no, or a fact.  

● You should be left with research questions only. 

● Spend some time playing with your research questions--which one makes 

you feel excited? Which one makes you want to discover and explore? 

● Finally, select one of your research questions to explore in the next 

section. This is your essential question. Try to answer your essential 

question before you finish this part of the unit.  

● Have fun!  

 

Step Four: Research this: Use World Book Student and Explora to research the 

Rosetta Stone and why it is significant. Try to find two-three articles. Find two-three 

things that you think are most interesting. What did you learn? What questions do you 

still have? Did anything surprise you? Would we know as much about ancient Egyptian 

culture if the Rosetta Stone had not been discovered? Finally, research and answer 

your essential question.  

 

Step Five: Explore this: Have fun exploring the following interactives: Explore the 

Egyptian Alphabet with PBS (try spelling your name!), and then try Hieroglyphics and 

Writing from Children’s University. Finally, watch the selected segment of this video to 

hear what ancient Egyptian may have sounded like when spoken.  

 

http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
http://www.pbs.org/empires/egypt/special/hieroglyphs/alphabet.html
http://www.pbs.org/empires/egypt/special/hieroglyphs/alphabet.html
http://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interactives/history/egypt/hieroglyphs/
http://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interactives/history/egypt/hieroglyphs/
http://safeyoutube.net/w/4zpb
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Step Six: Answer this (in your notebook): 

● How did the ancient Egyptians write? What form did their writing take? 

(Describe and explain)  

● In what ways is ancient Egyptian writing similar to, and different from, the 

system of writing we use today in Canada? (Describe and explain)  

● What most interests you about ancient Egyptian writing? (Describe and explain) 

● If you have previously studied a different ancient civilization, how is Egypt 

similar or different in this area? (Describe and explain) 

● Can you answer your essential question?  

 

Step Seven: Show What You Know: To start, create an entry in your field journal 

featuring your observations and experiences of ancient Egyptian language and writing. 

Then, pick one of the following activities to complete: 

● Create a virtual cartouche of your name, and then use cardboard, paints, and 

other art supplies to create a physical cartouche bearing your name.  

● Write a short letter to someone using hieroglyphics.  

● Create a hieroglyphics crossword puzzle. Your clues must be in hieroglyphics 

format, but the answers can be translated into regular English. The crossword 

puzzle must use terms and information about Egypt. Try to have a minimum of 8 

clues. You can use one of these blank templates. Give it to a friend or family 

member so they can try to solve it!  

 

 

Explore: Science & Technology 

 

 

 
Big Ideas: What sorts of scientific knowledge and technology did the ancient 

Egyptians have and use? Why are the ancient Egyptians famous for their architecture?  

 

Step One: Think about this: How do you use science and technology on a daily basis? 

What technologies are your favourite? How would your life be different without this 

technology? Do you think that people take technology for granted? Why or why not? 

How do you feel when the electricity goes out in your house? What kind of tools and 

technologies did people use in the past? What sorts of tools and technologies do you 

http://www.virtual-egypt.com/newhtml/glyph/glyph.html
http://www.pbs.org/empires/egypt/special/hieroglyphs/alphabet.html
http://www.pbs.org/empires/egypt/special/hieroglyphs/alphabet.html
http://www.printabledirect.com/blank-crossword-template.htm
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think the ancient Egyptians had? What do you think is most impressive about ancient 

Egyptian civilization? Why? Take a virtual tour of the pyramids in Egypt from PBS 

(click “launch interactive” and then select the pyramid you want to tour).  

 

Step Two: Watch this: Spend some time watching the following videos: Egypt: 

Engineering an Empire (1.5 hours), and Ancient Egypt: Pyramids and Temples (18 

minutes) from Learn 360, and Living History: Living in Ancient Egypt (20 minutes) 

from Discovery Education. Why are the pyramids an amazing feat of engineering? How 

long did it take to build the pyramids? Does it surprise you that ancient civilizations 

were able to construct something as impressive as the  

 

Step Three: Essential Question Creation: What make a good question? There are 

many different types of questions. Some of them can be answered with a yes or a no, 

some of them can be answered with a specific fact, and others require more research 

to answer.   

● A yes or no question sounds like: Can we go to the park today? Or, did the 

ancient Egyptians use chariots?  

● A fact-based question sounds like: Where is British Columbia located? Or, 

what year was the Sphinx discovered?  

● A research question, however, is a bit more complex. A research question 

might sound like: How would ancient Egypt be different without the Nile River? 

A research question also:  

○ has more than one answer 

○ has a very deep meaning 

○ gives you lots of information 

○ doesn't have a yes or no answer 

○ is hard to answer and takes a lot of thinking to understand the question 

○ contains exciting words that make you want to look for an answer 

○ is about something you can research 

○ takes a time to figure out 

○ makes you think, know, and wonder 

 

In this unit you have the opportunity to conduct your own Inquiry Project. You can 

read all of the details for creating an Inquiry Project on pages 38 - 40. An Inquiry 

Project is a big undertaking, it requires time and several days of work. For your Inquiry 

Project you will be asking a BIG question, and then exploring it. For this activity, you 

will be asking a smaller question, and then exploring it.  

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/ancient/explore-ancient-egypt.html
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=67233&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=67233&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=75680
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/88ac6bd6-193f-4f7f-84b7-68352faf0e73?hasLocalHost=false
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Now that you have watched some videos about science and technology in ancient 

Egypt, you probably have some additional questions.  

● Brainstorm a list of questions.  

● Cross out any questions that can be answered with yes, no, or a fact.  

● You should be left with research questions only. 

● Spend some time playing with your research questions--which one makes 

you feel excited? Which one makes you want to discover and explore? 

● Finally, select one of your research questions to explore in the next 

section. This is your essential question. Try to answer your essential 

question before you finish this part of the unit.  

● Have fun!  

 

Step Four: Research this: : Use World Book Student and Explora (and Advanced 

Google if necessary) to research ancient Egyptian science and technology. Try to find 

two-three articles. Find two-three things that you think are most interesting. Next, use 

World Book Student and Explora to research the library of Alexandria. What was 

special and unique about the library? Afterward, you can read more about Egyptian 

science and technology here and here. What did you learn? What questions do you still 

have? Did anything surprise you? Do you think that the inventions and architecture 

used by the ancient Egyptians was influenced by the geography and climate in which 

they lived? Why or why not? Why do you think that most people picture the pyramids 

when they think about ancient Egypt? What makes the pyramids special? Explain your 

thinking. Finally, research your essential question.  

 

Step Five: Explore this: Have fun exploring the following interactive: the Pyramid 

Builder challenge from BBC. Then , try the Three Pyramids game. Finally, learn about 

pyramid construction.  

 

Step Six: Answer this (in your notebook): 

● How did the ancient Egyptians build the pyramids? What technologies did they 

use? (Describe and explain)  

● What kinds of scientific knowledge did the ancient Egyptians have? (Describe 

and explain)  

● How did the Egyptians take advantage of natural conditions, such as the Nile 

flooding, to help them with tasks such as farming? (Describe and explain)  

● What tools and technologies did the ancient Egyptians invent? (Describe and 

explain)  

http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
https://www.google.ca/advanced_search
https://www.google.ca/advanced_search
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
http://www.ancient.eu/article/967/
http://www.historyforkids.net/ancient-egyptian-science.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/egyptians/launch_gms_pyramid_builder.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/egyptians/launch_gms_pyramid_builder.shtml
http://www.nms.ac.uk/explore/games/discover-ancient-egypt/discover-ancient-egypt/three-pyramids/
http://www.touregypt.net/construction/
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● What was the Library of Alexandria? Why was it significant? (Describe and 

explain)  

● Why do you think some inventions and technologies last longer than others?  

● If you have previously studied a different ancient civilization, how is Egypt 

similar or different in this area? (Describe and explain) 

● Can you answer your essential question?  

 

Step Seven: Show What You Know: To start, create an entry in your field journal 

featuring your observations and experiences of ancient Egyptian science, technology 

and/or architecture. Then, pick one of the following activities to complete: 

● Print and build the Great Pyramid of Khafre. Or, use materials from around your 

house to design and build your own pyramid. You could also try using Lego or 

Minecraft.  

● Print and build your own Sphinx.  

● Make your own papyrus! For this project you will need 1 cup of all-purpose 

flour, 2 cups of water, an aluminum pan or any shallow dish, a spoon, scissors, 

aluminum foil, a rolling pin, and several sheets of unlined paper (any size). Mix 

the flour and water together until there are no more lumps. Use your scissors to 

cut the paper into strips that are approximately one-inch wide and about the 

same length. Put your paper strips in the flour and water mixture and let them 

soak for several minutes—keep your pieces from sticking together. 

 

 Move them around so they are fully covered. While your paper is soaking, 

spread out a piece of foil on a smooth, firm surface. Take the strips out one at a 

time and gently slide off the extra mixture. Lay half of the strips on the foil 

horizontally. They should be overlapping slightly. Then, lay of the other half of 

the strips of paper on top vertically. Lay a piece of foil on top of your paper 

strips. Roll a rolling pin over the foil pushing down firmly. After rolling for a few 

minutes, slowly remove the top sheet of aluminum foil. Place your papyrus sheet 

(still resting on the bottom sheet of foil) in the sun to dry—or anywhere it is 

warm. Once your paper is dry, gently peel it off the remaining foil. Can you see 

the crisscross pattern when you hold your paper to the light? Egyptian papyrus 

had a similar pattern. Consider writing a message in hieroglyphics on your 

papyrus.  

 

● Make your own mud bricks! For this project you will need Half-gallon milk or 

juice carton (well rinsed), masking or duct tape, scissors, bucket, dirt (the more 

http://cp.c-ij.com/en/contents/CNT-0010077/index.html
http://cp.c-ij.com/en/contents/CNT-0010334/index.html
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clay it has in it the better, potting soil won’t work), straw or dried grasses, 

pebbles, and water. Take your half-gallon carton and pinch it closed if it is 

opened at the top. Tape it shut. Then, fold the top down so that the carton is 

squared instead of pointed at the top. Tape the top to the sides. Use enough tape 

to get it to lie flat. If your container has a pour hole, cover it with tape. Now, lay 

your milk carton on its side and carefully cut off the side facing up. Have an adult 

help you. You should be left with a rectangular mold. Put straw, dirt, and pebbles 

into a bucket. Mix in enough water to make the mixture wet, but not soupy. 

 

 It should be the same consistency of brownie dough. Working it with your 

hands will have the best results. Remember, the bigger the brick you try to 

make, the longer it will take to dry. Always use more dirt than straw or pebbles. 

Once your mixture is ready, scoop it into the mold. Pat the mud down to get rid 

of bubbles. Place the mold out in the sun for several days. After the brick has 

dried, you can gently pull it out of the carton. You will know it is dry when it 

feels hard to touch and the sides have pulled away from the mold (sort of like a 

cake does when it is fully baked). How many bricks would you need to build 

something? 

 

Explore: Art & Music  

 

 

 
Big Ideas: What was art and music like in ancient Egypt?  

 

Step One: Think about this: Do you enjoy viewing or creating art? Do you enjoy 

listening to music? Why or why not? Is there specifically Canadian art? What is it like? 

What kinds of music do you enjoy listening to? Has music changed over time? Do you 

think that the popular music people listen to today says something about our culture? 

Explain your thinking. Do you think that art and music are an important part of a 

civilization? Why or why not? Two thousand years from now, when researchers look 

back at our civilization, what do you think they will notice about our music and art? 

 

Step Two: Watch this: Spend some time watching the following videos: Egypt’s 

Hidden Treasures (26 minutes) and King Tut Artifacts (4 minutes) from Learn 360. 

http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=68257&tScript=0
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=68257&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=67208&loid=307199&tScript=0


          SW 11/9/2017  30 

What do you notice about the art and artifacts of ancient Egypt? Now, listen to a video 

featuring a recreation of what music may have sounded like in ancient Egypt.. What do 

you notice about the music? The instruments being played? How it sounds? Does it 

remind you of any kinds of music that you have heard before? Does it sound the way 

you think ancient Egyptian music would have sounded? Why or why not?  

 

Step Three: Essential Question Creation: What make a good question? There are 

many different types of questions. Some of them can be answered with a yes or a no, 

some of them can be answered with a specific fact, and others require more research 

to answer.   

● A yes or no question sounds like: Can we go to the park today? Or, did the 

ancient Egyptians use chariots?  

● A fact-based question sounds like: Where is British Columbia located? Or, 

what year was the Sphinx discovered?  

● A research question, however, is a bit more complex. A research question 

might sound like: How would ancient Egypt be different without the Nile River? 

A research question also:  

○ has more than one answer 

○ has a very deep meaning 

○ gives you lots of information 

○ doesn't have a yes or no answer 

○ is hard to answer and takes a lot of thinking to understand the question 

○ contains exciting words that make you want to look for an answer 

○ is about something you can research 

○ takes a time to figure out 

○ makes you think, know, and wonder 

In this unit you have the opportunity to conduct your own Inquiry Project. You can 

read all of the details for creating an Inquiry Project on pages 38 - 40. An Inquiry 

Project is a big undertaking, it requires time and several days of work. For your Inquiry 

Project you will be asking a BIG question, and then exploring it. For this activity, you 

will be asking a smaller question, and then exploring it.  

Now that you have watched some videos about art and music in ancient Egypt, you 

probably have some additional questions.  

 

● Brainstorm a list of questions.  

● Cross out any questions that can be answered with yes, no, or a fact.  

● You should be left with research questions only. 

http://safeyoutube.net/w/B1pb
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● Spend some time playing with your research questions--which one makes 

you feel excited? Which one makes you want to discover and explore? 

● Finally, select one of your research questions to explore in the next 

section. This is your essential question. Try to answer your essential 

question before you finish this part of the unit.  

● Have fun!  

 

Step Four: Use World Book Student and Explora (and Advanced Google if necessary) 

to research ancient Egyptian art and music. Try to find two-three different articles. 

Find two-three things that you think are most interesting. Then, read about music and 

dance in ancient Egypt. Finally, Explore the Egyptian Art Exhibit at the Boston Museum 

of Fine Arts. What did you learn? What questions do you still have? Did anything 

surprise you? Finally, research your essential question.  

 

Step Five: Explore this: Spend some time exploring the Egyptian art at the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City (without leaving the comfort of your 

own home!). What do you notice about Egyptian art? What interests you the most? 

What materials are used?  

 

Step Six: Answer this (in your notebook): 

● What are some of the unique features of ancient Egyptian art? (Describe and 

explain)  

● What interests you about ancient Egyptian art? (Describe and explain)  

● Why do you think that different cultures develop different styles of art? 

(Describe and explain)  

● What instruments did ancient Egyptians use? (Describe and explain)  

● Why do you think art and music are important to people throughout time and 

history?  

● If you have previously studied a different ancient civilization, how is Egypt 

similar or different in this area? (Describe and explain) 

● Can you answer your essential question?  

 

Step Seven: Show What You Know: To start, create an entry in your field journal 

featuring your observations and experiences of ancient Egyptian art and/or music. 

Then, select one of the following activities to complete: 

● Make an Egyptian pop-up book. Select four-six scenes that you feel best 

represent ancient Egypt. Create your artwork for the book--try to base your art 

http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
https://www.google.ca/advanced_search
http://egypt.mrdonn.org/music.html
http://egypt.mrdonn.org/music.html
http://www.mfa.org/node/9457
http://www.mfa.org/node/9457
http://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search#!?department=10
http://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search#!?department=10
http://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/make-a-pop-up-book/
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on the Egyptian style. Your book should have illustrations, text describing the 

illustrations, and at least one pop-up per page. Have fun and be creative!  

● Compose a piece of music based on Egyptian music. It should be at least 3 

minutes long--5 minutes is probably better. Have fun experimenting with your 

instrument.  

 

● Create a gallery of Egyptian art using images that you find online and Padlet. 

This will be your own museum collection! Try to include at least 10 examples of 

Egyptian art. Underneath each image, write explain what the art represents, 

where it was found, and why it was created. Use your best museum guide voice 

in your descriptions!  

● Create your own Egyptian-style funeral mask! For this project you will need 

newspaper, a plastic 1-gallon milk jug that has been rinsed clean, scissors, a 

kitchen towel, aluminum foil, 1 large roll of plaster cloth (sometimes called 

plaster gauze—often with the plaster of paris in craft stores), a shallow bowl of 

water, and decorating materials such as gold paint, various colours of paint, 

markers, beads and pretend gems. To start, cover your workspace with 

newspaper. Cut off the bottom of your milk jug to you have a roughly 2-inch 

bowl. Turn the bowl over onto the newspaper. This will be a part of the base for 

your mask. Roll up your kitchen towel, lengthwise. Wrap it around the bottom of 

the milk jug—this will create the nemes (royal headwear worn by pharaohs) for 

your funeral mask. Then, use sheets of foil to completely cover the milk jug and 

towel. 

Tuck and scrunch your foil to form the face for your funeral mask. Include 

features such as a nose and a false beard. Remember, you are making a mold for 

your plaster cloth. Once you are happy with the face you have created. Cut the 

plaster cloth into triangles. Dip the pieces of cloth into the water and apply them 

to the mask (follow the directions on the package of your plaster cloth). Smooth 

out any bumps with wet fingers, and allow your mask to dry completely. Once 

the mask is dry, carefully remove it from the foil. You can do any repairs with 

additional strips of plaster cloth. You will be able to trim off an extra cloth once 

the mask has hardened. Have fun decorating your mask! Use Google Advanced 

Images to find pictures of real funeral masks as inspiration. 

 

● Create your own Shabti. “A Shabti was a funerary figurine used in Ancient Egypt. 

Ushabtis were placed in tombs among the grave goods and were intended to act as 

servants or minions for the deceased, should they be called upon to do manual 

https://www.google.com/advanced_image_search
https://padlet.com/
https://www.google.com/advanced_image_search
https://www.google.com/advanced_image_search
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labor in the afterlife. The figurines frequently carried a hoe on their shoulder and a 

basket on their backs, implying they were intended to farm for the deceased.” Use 

Google Advanced Images to find pictures of Shabti. For this project you will need 

1 bar of soap, a course food grater, wax paper, a small bowl of warm water, and 

a toothpick. To begin, unwrap your soap and grate the entire bar on a sheet of 

wax paper—watch your fingers! Once you have shredded the bar, put your 

hands in the warm water and let them get dripping wet. Pick up a handful of 

soap flakes and squeeze them tightly. Add a little water with your hands. 

Continue to squeeze and add water until you can mold the soap. 

 

●  This will likely take a good amount of water—but do not pour water directly 

into the soap flakes—you don’t want to end up with soap soup! Once your soap 

flakes are easy to mold, you can begin to shape your Shabti. Shabti were meant 

to look like mummies—try to copy one of the images of shabti that you found 

online. Don’t worry about the details on the face, focus on getting the shape 

right. If you want your shabti to stand up when dry, gently rub the bottom to 

make flat feet. When you are happy with your shabti, wet your hands and gently 

rub it smooth. Place it on wax paper and allow it to harden. When the figure it 

nearly hardened, use a toothpick to carve details into your shabti. If you prefer, 

you could also create a shabti using clay.  

 

● The ancient Egyptians loved to wear beautiful jewelry! Use Advanced Google 

Images to find pictures of ancient Egyptian jewelry. Try making your own paper 

beads. For this project you will need several sheets of scrapbooking paper in 

different designs and colours (you can often find this at the dollar store), a 

pencil, rule, scissors, glue, and clear paint or nail polish. To start, draw a 

rectangle that is 4 inches tall and 10 inches long on the white side of your paper. 

Next, at the top of your rectangle. Use your ruler to make marks that are 1 inch 

apart. Do the same to the bottom of your rectangle. Beginning in the top corner, 

use the ruler to draw a diagonal line down to the first bottom mark. Continue to 

draw diagonal lines from mark to marm. When you are done, your rectangle will 

be divided into 20 triangles. Cut out your triangles. Roll the triangles, one at a 

time, around the middle of the pencil. Start with the fat end. When it is rolled up, 

use a dab of glue to secure the tip of the triangle—you have created your first 

bead! Slide each bead off after it is finished and allow the glue to dry. Create as 

many beads as you would like. Once the glue is dry you can paint the beads with 

https://www.google.com/advanced_image_search
https://www.google.com/advanced_image_search
https://www.google.com/advanced_image_search
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clear nail polish to make them shine. Once they have dried, string your beads to 

create a colourful necklace or bracelet.   

 

Inquiry Project 

 

Please note, although this section is optional, we recommend that at least one 

Inquiry Project be completed at some point for Socials Grade 7 

 

 
Project 2: Open-Ended Inquiry Project: What does the word inquiry mean? Take a 

minute to look it up, what did you learn? Inquiry involves the process of seeking out 

information. An Inquiry Project begins with a simple idea about a topic of interest. 

Your idea then becomes a question that you want to answer. Inquiry projects require 

strong questions. A strong question does not have a yes or no answer. A strong 

question cannot be answered with one or two words, or even a single sentence. A 

strong inquiry question doesn’t have a right or a wrong answer. A strong question 

starts with “how,” or “why.” You will need to conduct research in order to investigate 

your question. 

 
A Good Question:   

● has more than one answer 

● has a very deep meaning 

● gives you lots of information 

● doesn't have a yes or no answer 

http://www.dictionary.com/
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● is hard to answer and takes a lot of thinking to understand the question 

● contains exciting words that make you want to look for an answer 

● is about something you can research 

● takes a long time to figure out 

● makes you think, know, and wonder 

 

How do you choose your topic? As you begin to read and learn about ancient Egypt you 

will likely discover areas of interest. It can be hard to narrow down your topic, but 

keeping your field journal should help with this. As you consider the area you would 

like to explore, use the following steps as your guide:  

1. Identify 3 topics that really interest you! 

2. Identify what you already know about this topic? 

3. What more would you like to know about these topics? 

4. Write at least three questions you would like to know. 

5. Select one question to be your BIG question.  

6. What keywords should I use to research my topic? Evaluate which keywords 

were effective. 

7. What databases or search engines will I use? Evaluate which ones provided the 

best information? (Explora, Advanced Google, and World Book Student are all 

great choices).  

 

You can use Popplet to create a mind map. Write your BIG question in the centre of 

your mind map, and write your smaller questions around the outside. Now, use 

Explora, World Book Student, Advanced Google, and the books/videos you have access 

to in this unit to gather information. You can use this form to organize your research. 

Once you have gathered the research you need to answer your question, it can be 

helpful to keep a document where you record information that will help you answer 

your questions. Finally, decide how you would like to present the information you have 

worked so hard to gather. This might be a video using Windows Movie Maker or 

iMovie, a Wix or a Weebly, a Prezi, Edubuncee, or PowerPoint, or any other method of 

your choosing.  

 

Have fun conducting your investigation! After you have completed your project, reflect 

on your learning using this helpful document from BIE and the following questions: 

1. Was this research stage easy or hard for you?  How did you feel doing this 

project? Did you consult with your teacher librarian along the way? 

http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
https://www.google.ca/advanced_search
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
http://popplet.com/
http://popplet.com/
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
https://www.google.ca/advanced_search
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10i-s6_1irE7YF_vVaTgVFOQ987wq14GnuRqpWPTTLiU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10i-s6_1irE7YF_vVaTgVFOQ987wq14GnuRqpWPTTLiU/edit
http://www.wix.com/
http://www.wix.com/
https://www.weebly.com/
https://www.weebly.com/
https://prezi.com/
https://prezi.com/
https://www.edu.buncee.com/
https://www.edu.buncee.com/
http://www.bie.org/object/document/self_reflection_on_project_work
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2. Did your topic of inquiry make the research process interesting? If not what 

could you do better next time to make the process or topic search interesting? 

3. If you had to do the project over, would you do anything differently? If so, what?  

4. How much effort do you think you put into this project?  

5. After reviewing the content you have learned do you feel a sense of 

accomplishment? 

6. Why do you think God created human beings to be curious about the world 

around them? How would humanity be different if people were not curious? 

According to the Bible, what makes human beings unique from the rest of 

creation? 

 

Videos to Watch 

 
 

Select an assortment of videos to enhance your knowledge and understanding of 

ancient Egyptian culture. Many of these videos will be helpful as you write your 

field journal, and research for your Inquiry Project. Some of these videos have 

already been used in previous lessons and activities. 

 

Living History: Living in Ancient Egypt (Discovery Education) 

Ancient Egypt: The Gift of the Nile (Discovery Education) 

The Demise of Ancient Egyptian Civilization (Discovery Education)  

Secrets of the Mummies (Learn 360) 

Egypt: Engineering an Empire (Learn 360) 

The Nile: Food and Farming (Learn 360) 

Egyptian: Stone-Age to Modern Day (Learn 360) 

The Cities of Pharaoh's: Secrets of Archaeology (Learn 360) 

Ancient Egypt: Everyday Lives (Learn 360) 

Ancient Egypt: Time and Place (Learn 360) 

Ancient Egypt: Pyramids and Temples (Learn 360) 

Pyramids (Learn 360) 

Ramses: Visions of Greatness (Learn 360) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/88ac6bd6-193f-4f7f-84b7-68352faf0e73?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/7a54f2bb-9134-4b4c-a4b1-650accf988b0?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/d582aacf-decc-4bbc-8b69-329fde3facac?hasLocalHost=false
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=67200&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=67233&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=75679&tScript=0
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=65619&tScript=0
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=76905&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=59492
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=74595
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=75680
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=68103&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=67216&loid=307280&tScript=0
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Rosetta Stone: Bringing Ancient Egypt to Life (Learn 360) 

Tales from the Egyptian Crypts (Learn 360) 

Egypt’s Great Queen (Learn 360) 

Egyptian Pyramids (Learn 360) 

Egypt’s Hidden Treasures (Learn 360) 

Ramses’ Egyptian Empire (Learn 360) 

The Pyramid of Cheops (Learn 360) 

Nefertiti and the Lost Dynasty (Learn 360) 

Mummies of Gold (Learn 360) 

Hieroglyphics: Video Vocab (Learn 360) 

World of Wonders: Egypt Series (Learn 360)                 

Egypt Eternal: Quest for Lost Tombs (Learn 360) 

Archaeology: Can You Dig It? (Learn 360) 

Egypt Underworld (Learn 360) 

Greatest Pharaohs Part 1 (Learn 360) 

Cleopatra: The Last Pharaoh (Learn 360) 

Pharaohs and Gods (Learn 360) 

The Library of Alexandria (Learn 360) 

How Did King Tut Die? (Learn 360)    

 

 

Virtual Field Trips & Technology Fun  

 

Explore Ancient Egypt: In this amazing interactive you 

can select from several different Egyptian field trips. 

These virtual field trips will help to bring ancient Egypt to life! “Want to walk 

around the Sphinx? Clamber inside the Great Pyramid of Giza and seek out the pharaoh's 

burial chamber? Visit the magnificent tombs and temples of ancient Thebes? In this 

multilayered, highly visual interactive, view 360° panoramas, "walkaround" photos, and 

other breathtaking imagery shot throughout the Giza Plateau and ancient Thebes 

(modern-day Luxor), often with special permission. You'll see Old and New Kingdom 

tombs and temples, pyramids and statues, and a 140-foot-long wooden boat that is 4,600 

years old. Enjoy this unique journey through the Land of the Pharaohs.”  

● Visit 3-4 historical sites, including the pyramids. What do you see? What do you 

hear? What do you smell? What do you taste? What do you imagine these sites 

would have been like thousands of years ago? What sparks your imagination? 

What questions do you have about these sites? Use Explora and/or World Book 

http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=115955&loid=443104&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=68127&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=67297&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=67405&tScript=0
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=68257&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=68120&tScript=0
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=83807&tScript=0
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=68345&tScript=0
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=68343&tScript=0
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=77631&tScript=0
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_Collection.aspx?seriesID=134197
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=68255&tScript=0
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=59049&loid=279065&tScript=0
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=68256&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=93473&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=67206&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=75681&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=67318&tScript=0
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=65776&tScript=0
http://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=65776&tScript=0
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/ancient/explore-ancient-egypt.html
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
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Student to research each of the 3-4 sites that you visited to find facts and details. 

Record information about your visit to these sites in your field journal.  

 

Egyptian Tomb Adventure: Have fun playing this interactive game to explore an 

Egyptian tomb! “Looking for a new challenge? Not scared of snakes and scorpions? Sign 

up to join my expedition to explore and ancient Egyptian tomb.” Why were tombs 

important to the ancient Egyptians? Why did they decorate tombs elaborately, and 

often fill them with expensive objects? Did the Egyptians believe that people would 

need these objects--material possessions--after they died? What do you believe about 

life after death? How is it different from what the ancient Egyptians believed?  

 

The Nile File: Explore this wonderful interactive from The Liverpool Museum to learn 

more about daily life for the average citizen of ancient Egypt. What do you notice about 

daily life in Egypt? Would have wanted to live in ancient Egypt? Why or why not?  
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