
SW 1/3/2018                                                                                                                     1 

Eighth Grade Renaissance Extension: Reformation and 

Counter-Reformation Digital Mini-Unit Study Kit Guide 
Written By Rachael Freed 

 
 

 

 

 
 

“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 

neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38-39 

 

 

 

 

 



SW 1/3/2018                                                                                                                     2 

Big Ideas  
“Big ideas are statements that are central to one’s understanding in an area of learning. 

A big idea is broad and abstract.” (CT) Big ideas represent the overarching theme of 

each unit. They contain references to the content and key questions students will be 

investigating throughout the unit. Big ideas are often cross-curricular in nature. Similar 

themes can be found in many different subject areas within each grade-level.  

 

Social Studies  
Contacts and conflicts between peoples stimulated significant cultural, social, 

political change. 

 

Changing ideas about the world created tension between people wanting to adopt 

new ideas and those wanting to preserve established traditions. 

 

Content 
Content refers to the topics that will be investigated throughout the unit.  

 

Social Studies 
Content: social, political, and economic systems and structures, including those 
of at least one indigenous civilization  

● Elaborations: 
○ Sample topics: 

■ Reformation and Counter-Reformation in Europe 
Content: philosophical and cultural shifts  

● Elaborations: 
○ Sample topics: 

■ printing press 
■ Reformation and Counter-Reformation in Europe 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/glossary.pdf
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How to Use This Kit  

 
The Ministry of Education is in the final stages of overhauling curriculum, learning strategies, 

and learning goals for students in the Province of British Columbia. This kit is designed with 

those goals in mind.  
 

This kit is designed to be a counterpart to the HCOS Renaissance Unit Study Kit. We highly 

recommend completing the Renaissance kit prior to starting work on this unit. This unit is 

specifically designed to be a shorter, more intensely focused study centered around a highly 

specific content area. In this case, the Reformation and Counter Reformation. This unit is 

designed to be complete over the course of two to a maximum of three weeks. Students will 

have the opportunity to read books and articles, watch videos, ask and answer questions, 

conduct research, and develop a solid understanding of these important events in the history of 

the church. Students will be encouraged to formulate their own opinions about these events, 

and will have the opportunity to gather evidence in support of their opinions.  

 

Some of the primary resources in this unit will be books to read from the HCS Overdrive E-

Library, (if you do not have your client code & pin, please contact Shandra Wiebe at 

swiebe@onlineschool.ca), videos to watch, and activities to enhance your learning. As in 

previous units, each set of activities will have icons showing which goals of the BCEd Plan the 

activity addresses. 

 

It is our hope that our redesigned format will allow for flexibility, individual preference, and 

student-centered learning. When selecting activities to complete with your child we recommend 

selecting a variety of activities to ensure that you touch on each BCEd Plan goal throughout the 

unit.  

 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/home
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/home
http://heritageebooks.lib.overdrive.com/15080F36-83C3-4015-A08C-474935EF0EF0/10/45/en/Default.htm
http://heritageebooks.lib.overdrive.com/15080F36-83C3-4015-A08C-474935EF0EF0/10/45/en/Default.htm
http://heritageebooks.lib.overdrive.com/15080F36-83C3-4015-A08C-474935EF0EF0/10/45/en/Default.htm
mailto:swiebe@onlineschool.ca
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Unit Guide  
 

 
 

The Reformation and Counter Reformation  

 

 

Question/Exploration Focus: In this mini-unit you will be exploring investigating the 

roots of modern Christianity, and the dramatic changes that took root during the 

Renaissance. To start, watch Introduction: The Reformation. Do you attend church? 

What is your church like? Do you know whether your church has a statement of faith? If 

your church has a website, is the statement of faith on it? How do you think churches 

have changed over time? How might the church established shortly after Jesus’ death 

be different from churches today? What are the differences between Catholics and 

Protestants? Are these differences important? Why does Christianity today look 

different than it did in times past? What was the Reformation? What was the Counter-

Reformation?  

 

Books to Read: 

 

Martin Luther: A Reforming Spirit by Tamara Hollingsworth  
 

“In the 1500s, a man named Martin Luther saw problems in the way the 

Roman Catholic Church was run. He argued against the teachings of the 

Church during a time when doing so was punishable by death. Readers 

can learn about his life as he strived for Reformation in this captivating 

biography that features easy to read text, intriguing facts, and striking 

images.” 

 

https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/6faa6cf6-4306-40bb-9944-a147394e79e6?hasLocalHost=false
https://heritageca.libraryreserve.com/10/45/en/ContentDetails.htm?id=BFB3B906-007B-40B7-B0D8-A6F6D33712B4
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The Reformation: A Religious Revolution by Tamara 
Hollingsworth  
 

“During the 1500s, religious change came to Europe. This engaging 

book introduces readers to the changes that people like Martin 

Luther, John Calvin, and Henry VIII wanted during the Reformation. 

The captivating images, stunning facts, and engaging sidebars give 

readers insight into issues of that time, including social order, 

indulgences, and the development of Protestantism.”  

 

 

Optional:  

 

 

The History of the English Bible by Anthony Holmes  

 

“The history of the English Bible is unknown to many people who regularly 

read scripture. It is a story of deprivation, perseverance and achievement. 

In the late 1300's and early 1400's scholars and theologians began to 

rebel against the Church's monopoly and began to produce 'English' 

Bibles, initially scribed laboriously by hand and using the Latin text 'word 

for word' as the source. William Tyndale was a man with the divine 

mission to make the Bible accessible to the common Englishman. Not 

satisfied with the Latin Bible as his source, he went back to the original Hebrew and Greek and 

produced an English Bible. After years of evading capture Tyndale was arrested and in 1536 he was 

burnt at the stake as a heretic under the orders of the Church and King Henry VIII, but his legacy 

lives on in the English Bible which today still comprises nearly 90% of his beautiful, resonant 

translation.” 

 

Videos to Watch:  

 

Rightnow Media:  

Torchlighters: The Martin Luther Story  

Torchlighters: The William Tyndale Story 

https://heritageca.libraryreserve.com/10/45/en/ContentDetails.htm?id=26449D42-89FA-470E-89DE-2BAC635DE4A6
https://heritageca.libraryreserve.com/10/45/en/ContentDetails.htm?id=D09043A0-00CB-490F-A022-60D8136279BD
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/KidsSeries/256896#1
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/KidsSeries/739#1
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Learn 360: 

The Reformation 

Martin Luther 

 

Discovery Education: 

Just the Facts: World History: The Reformation 

The Protestant Reformation  

The Reformation in England 

The Protestant Reformation (Pilgrims and Puritans) 

The Catholic Reformation  

The Reformation  

Architecture of Counter-Reformation Churches  

Gutenberg’s Printing Press and the Spread of Ideas 

Inexpensive Books: The Movable-Type Printing Press      

 

 

Interactives to Explore:  

Historical Perspectives: The Reformation  

 

 

Project Options: As a project for this unit, you will be selecting or creating a question 

(or topic), researching and reflecting, and then creating a short project around the 

question you selected. You may create your own question using the Question 

Formulation Technique that you have been practicing OR you may select one of the 

topics below to explore. Options for presenting your learning are shared in a table 

on the final pages of this unit (except where otherwise noted in the topic 

suggestion).   

 

● Which of the Five Solas, which emerged during the Protestant Reformation, do 

you think is most important? Use Biblical texts and other information you gather 

to explain the Five Solas and support your opinion.  

 

● Do you think the divide between Catholics and Protestants is mostly positive, 

mostly negative, or mixed? Do you think Catholics and Protestants should try to 

work together? Explain your thinking.  

 

● What impact did translating the Bible into English have on Christianity? Research 

and explore the question. Do you think it is important for people to be able to 

https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=65652&loid=368914&tScript=0
https://learn360.infobase.com/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=65492&tScript=0
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/f5c9f3da-98a9-4ff6-985e-30bb2b55b623?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/e890c63f-12bd-4c6f-ae36-dd598d341d97?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/bbce7f93-68d4-4cde-8583-588223c483dd?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/eccc2e27-ccc3-4751-8787-d7c94f7aa730?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/fc0ebc1e-2124-4f85-b467-96a26d320156?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/92edb1c0-359b-4e94-be1a-ff9169536aaa?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/f596d3f5-f2d9-4ac4-8525-cba8c736c217?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/cf161f88-ea4a-4105-94bb-bceba1fee9ce?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/learn/videos/e555aa86-a016-4e0a-852f-cdc606c49301?hasLocalHost=false
https://app.discoveryeducation.ca/static/interactives/social-studies/content/html/historical%20perspectives/index.htm?Title=The%20Reformation&Path=TheReformation&Lang=en&skin=1&bookid=5&pageid=2674&acc=1?assessmentItemGuid=694b484d-f810-4b30-af19-a8f7373af671&assessmentGuid=b8ff58a4-3e17-4250-b4d6-e89ae97b64ec
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gaLF9gxKtZu5f10MX6iyLJoJBgmt2DO2jOT8GhKPYzQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gaLF9gxKtZu5f10MX6iyLJoJBgmt2DO2jOT8GhKPYzQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/the-five-solas-of-the-protestant-reformation.html
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read the Bible in their own language? Why or why not? Are there people today 

who do not yet have the Bible translated into their own language?   

 

● Martin Luther wrote many anti-Semitic things in later life, including a book entitled 

“The Jews and Their Lies.” This book was used extensively by the Nazi’s to 

justify their persecution of the Jews during World War II. In addition, he 

encouraged the vicious persecution and slaughter of the Anabaptists (Baptists) 

by the secular authorities. Clearly, Martin Luther was an imperfect human being, 

and yet, he was also a brilliant and insightful theologian and teacher. As 

Christians, how do we learn from flawed teachers the truths they have to share 

with us without excusing the wrongs for which they are responsible? Do the good 

things people do excuse all of the bad things? Why or why not? Conduct some 

research into Luther’s teachings around grace, and additional research into 

Luther’s treatment of Jews and Anabaptists to help you form your opinion.    

 

● What were the most important events in the Reformation? What were the most 

important events in the Counter Reformation? Explain the most significant events 

and then compare and contrast the Reformation and Counter Reformation.  

 

● Select a piece of artwork from the Reformation or Counter Reformation and 

explore the ways artwork was used to share the values and ideals of either the 

Protestant church or the Catholic church. Create your own piece of artwork 

reflecting one of these styles. 

 

● Select five to six significant events from either the Reformation or the Counter 

Reformation (or both, if you prefer). Then, use Storybird to create a children’s 

story teaching about the Reformation and/or the Counter Reformation. Try to 

include as many factual details as possible. 

 

● How did the invention of the printing press aid the Protestant Reformation and 

the translation of the Bible into English? Research, explore, and share what you 

learn. Consider building a model of Gutenberg’s Printing Press to accompany 

what you have learned.  

 

● What effect did the Protestant Reformation have on women? Consider exploring 

this question from the perspective of both Catholics and Protestants.  

 

● What allowed the Protestant Reformation to be successful in Germany? What 

allowed the Protestant Reformation to be successful in England? Which of these 

factors was, in your opinion, was most important?  

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/anti-Semitic
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Anabaptists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_in_the_Protestant_Reformation_and_Counter-Reformation
https://storybird.com/
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● How did the reforms at the Council of Trent attempt to address the concerns that 

were brought forward during the Reformation?  

 

● What are the primary differences between the Protestant and Catholic churches? 

Compare and contrast the two.  

 

● During the Reformation, hundreds of Protestants were burned at the stake. When 

the political climate changed and Protestant royalty sat on the throne, hundreds 

of Catholics were burned at the stake. Research modern day persecution against 

Christians and compare it to historical persecution against Christians. Consider 

the implications of Christians persecuting fellow Christians, such as happened 

during and following the Reformation.  

 

Research & Reflect: Spend some time analyzing the questions or topic you have 

chosen to explore. Follow the research guidelines on this page, and use this chart to 

plan out and execute your research. After you are finished your project, you will use the 

reflection questions at the end of the chart. 

 

Use Explora and/or World Book Student to conduct research. If you cannot find enough 

information to answer your questions, you can use Advanced Google. Remember to 

record where you gather your information as you will need to create a bibliography to 

accompany the project you create. If you are having difficulty with your research you 

can always contact your teacher-librarian Pippa Davies at pdavies@onlineschool.ca.   

  

Show What You Know/Reflect: Now that you have conducted your research, you can 

choose how you will present what you know. We suggest choosing a different product 

for each of the sections in this unit. That way you will get to find a style of creating that 

works best for you, and learn a variety of different tools and techniques. Each of the 

products listed below will enable you to demonstrate your learning in a unique way. You 

may choose one of the following products (OR, design a product of your own): 

 

Product Description 

Essay 
 

An essay is the “classic” way of showing what 
you know. Essay writing is a fabulous way to 
develop your confidence with the English 
language. Your essay can present the 
information you gathered in your research, 
AND present your personal point of view. An 
essay has a minimum of five paragraphs. The 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Council-of-Trent
http://www.dictionary.com/browse/implication
https://www.nbexcellence.org/cms_files/resources/Research%20Guidelines%20-%20Grades%207-12.pdf
https://www.nbexcellence.org/cms_files/resources/Guide%20to%20Planning%20Your%20Research%20-%20Grades%207-12.pdf
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid&profile=explorapri
http://worldbookonline.com/student/home
https://www.google.com/advanced_search
mailto:pdavies@onlineschool.ca
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first paragraph should state your main points or 
arguments. The middle paragraphs should 
explain what you have learned and provide 
interesting details. The final paragraph should 
summarize your main points and draw a 
conclusion. You can read more about essay 
writing from Purdue OWL.  

Canva 

 

Canva is a fantastic digital tool that you can 
use to make brochures, posters, presentations 
and graphics. Click on the image to access the 
Canva site. Share images of what you created 
on your website.  

Padlet 

 

Padlet is a fantastic collage tool. It will allow 
you to create an interactive collage using 
words and images to describe the findings from 
your research. Padlet is a great choice if you 
want your product to be highly visual and a 
somewhat artsy. Click on the image to access 
the Padlet site.   
 
 
 

Video 

 
 
 
 
 

A video is a fantastic way to share your 
knowledge. The video you create might be you 
explaining what you learned, it could be 
created using stop-motion animation or other 
software, or you could have your friend 
interview you about what you learned. Have 
fun and be creative!  

Poem/Song 

 

Do you enjoy writing poems or songs? This is 
your opportunity to connect something you love 
with the fantastic research you have conducted 
in this section of the unit. Your poem or song 
should outline what you learned in your 
research. You can record your song/poem to 
share on your website, or you can share the 
lyrics.  
 
 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/685/02/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/685/02/
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Artwork 

 
 

Artwork is a fabulous way to share your 
learning! Create a piece of artwork that tells 
about what you learned when conducting your 
research. You will need to write a brief 
paragraph telling about what you learned to 
accompany your artwork.  

Storybird  

 

Turn your research into a fabulous children’s 
story! This is your opportunity to create a 
fascinating nonfiction book sharing what you 
learned. You can use the storybird tool, a word 
processing program, or pencil and paper. Be 
creative and have fun! To access Storybird, 
click on the image. Share photos of your story 
on your website.  

Presentation 

  

Create a presentation about what you learned 
using Prezi, PowerPoint, Keynote or Google 
Slides. Share your presentation on your 
website. 
 

Diorama  

 

A diorama can be a fun way to show what you 
have learned. You could create a scene from a 
Medieval village, design and build a castle, 
showcase a scene from a church, a battle--
whatever captures your interest and 
excitement! Try to incorporate the details of 
what you learned from your research as 
thoroughly as you can. You will need to write 
one or two paragraphs explaining what you 
learned to accompany your diorama. You could 
also consider using Minecraft to make your 
diorama. Take photographs and type a 
description of your diorama for your website.  

Skit/Play  

 

Do you enjoy writing, directing, and performing 
in plays and skits? A fantastic way of sharing 
what you have learned is by writing a play or a 
skit sharing the information you discovered. 
Consider having friends and family members 
perform in your play--be certain to video record 
it. You can share the recording of your play on 
your website, or your original skit.  

Newspaper  Consider creating an engaging newspaper 
using articles, advertisements, interviews, and 

https://minecraft.net/
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images to share what you learned while 
conducting your research. The digital tool Issuu 
is a fantastic way to create a newspaper. Share 
pictures of your newspaper on your website.  

Infographic  

 

Use Canva to create a fabulous infographic 
sharing what you learned from your research. 
Share your infographic on your website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


