
Intro to HCOS Socials Unit Study Kits 
for BC's New Curriculum 

 

Go back to Unit Study Kits Directory  

  

Goals of the British Columbia Education Plan   
  
Our curriculum team is excited to bring you a summarized version of the new BCEd 
plan core goals (competencies), strategies and content.  As we develop the kits we will 
be personalizing the content to suit your students’ need and interests. Big ideas and 
concepts will be the focus as well as curricular threads, inquiry learning (discovering 
how to ask the right questions based on who, how and why things occur, as opposed to 
what things occur), technology integration, and collaboration. First Peoples content will 
include the natural history/culture of our province and encourage our God given 
diversity. The kits are designed to help you gain a greater understanding of the 
following:  
  
 

  
Biblical Worldview:   
     We believe that every child in our school needs to hear the voice of God 

interwoven into their entire curriculum. Therefore, we will be striving to make sure that 
this goal is an overarching strategy.  
  
 

  
Communication Competency:   
     Involves imparting and exchanging information, experiences and ideas, to 
explore the world around them, and to understand and effectively engage in 

the use of digital media.  
  
 

  
Thinking Competency:   
     Encompasses the knowledge, skills and processes we associate with 
intellectual development. It is through their competency as thinkers that 
students take subject-specific concepts (ideas that interest them) and 

content, (topics that need to be covered to increase knowledge, and transform them into 
a new understanding to increase knowledge), and transform them into a new 
understanding. This includes specific thinking skills as well as how students are allowed 
to learn, make mistakes and grow from failure.  Encompassed in this thinking is the 
ability to feel safe and comfortable so that students can explore their surroundings.  

https://hcslearningcommons.org/unit-study-resource-kits/


  
 

  
Creative Thinking Competency:   
     Involves the ability to generate new ideas and concepts that have value to 

the individual or others, and then develop these ideas and concepts from thought to 
reality. It requires a curiosity and a wondering reflection about God’s creation, with a 
desire to make something new and different from what they have read, seen or 
observed.  
  
 

  
Critical Thinking Competency:   
     Encompasses a set of abilities that students use to examine their own 

thinking and that of others, and process information they receive through observation, 
experience, and various forms of communication.  
  
 

  
Social Responsibility:   
     Involves the ability and disposition to consider the interdependence of 
people with each other and the natural environment; to contribute positively to 

one’s family, community, society, and the environment; to resolve problems peacefully; 
to empathize with others and appreciate their perspectives; and to create and maintain 
healthy relationships.  
  
 

  
Personal and Social Competency:   
     Is the set of abilities that relate to students' identity in the world, both 
as individuals and as members of their community and society.  

  

 
 

Learning Strategies 
 

  
In response to the goals set out by the BC Ministry of Education, HCOS has made it a 
priority to make use of the following learning strategies throughout our unit studies and 
courses.   



 
Biblical Worldview: Biblical worldview refers to the framework of ideas and beliefs 
through which a Christian individual, group or culture interprets the world and interacts 
with it. Individuals with a biblical worldview believe their primary reason for existence is 
to love and serve God. A Biblical worldview is based on the infallible Word of God. 
When you believe the Bible is true, then you allow it to be the foundation of your life. We 
believe that every student at HCOS needs to develop a worldview based on their 
Biblical thinking and beliefs.  
  
Inquiry-Based Learning/Mindset: Students with an inquiry mindset have a God-given 
curiosity; a desire to dream big, constantly challenge themselves, and a desire to 
research more for increased understanding and clarity. Students who actively inquire 
will scan their environments, generate good questions, try new approaches, observe 
and collect evidence, synthesize the information, draw conclusions, and generate new 
questions from their research.  
  
Maker Education: The Maker Education Initiative’s mission is to create more 
opportunities for all young people to develop confidence, creativity, and interest in 
science, technology, engineering, math, art, and learning as a whole through making. 
This may be through STEAM – science, technology, engineering, art and mathematics. 
The “maker mindset” includes learning to use your imagination to make connections, 
use intuition, persist through difficult circumstances in learning, collaborate with other 
team members and community, and become disciplined learners. Maker education 
often involves an interdisciplinary approach, teaching science, math and art 
together.  Here is an example. To learn more, go to this page.  
  
First Peoples Content: First Peoples content has been interwoven into every grade in 
the new BCEd plan. Aboriginal content is for all learners of all ages, and includes a 
healthy diversity of approaches. From learning about cultural traditions and schooling 
injustice, creative ways of storytelling, and good stewardship of land and resources, we 
can gather rich learning from the traditions of the people groups indigenous to BC. As 
Christians we can draw many similarities from their holistic thinking, and share how our 
beliefs and  traditions might be similar or different.  

  

 
 

HCOS Subscriptions 
  
HCOS families have access to a wide variety of wonderful subscriptions which can be 
used to enhance student learning. Several of these subscriptions are used throughout 
the unit. To find the login for these subscriptions, go to your parent homepage in 
Encom, choose “curriculum resources” from the menu at the top, to access the most 
recent password information.   
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=faIFNkdq96U
http://hcslearningcommons.org/maker-ed/


  
  
Then scroll down to find the links and passwords to the subscription(s) you are 
interested in.  

  
 

 
Curricular Competencies 

   
“Competency represents the combined skills, processes, behaviours and habits of mind 
that learners use to make sense of the world.” (CT)  

 

• Use Social Studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions; gather, 

interpret, and analyze ideas; and communicate findings and decisions 

• Assess the significance of people, places, events, or developments at particular 

times and places (significance) 

• Identify what the creators of accounts, narratives, maps, or texts have 

determined is significant (significance) 

• Assess the credibility of multiple sources and the adequacy of evidence used to 

justify conclusions (evidence) 

• Characterize different time periods in history, including periods of progress and 

decline, and identify key turning points that mark periods of change (continuity 

and change) 

• Determine which causes most influenced particular decisions, actions, or events, 

and assess their short-and long-term consequences (cause and consequence) 

• Explain different perspectives on past or present people, places, issues, or 

events, and compare the values, worldviews, and beliefs of human cultures and 

societies in different times and places (perspective) 

• Make ethical judgments about past events, decisions, or actions, and assess the 

limitations of drawing direct lessons from the past (ethical judgment) 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/glossary.pdf

